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The Ground of a Believer's Hope „ with the ©” 
Nature of chriſtian 1 ane 

i the Operations of the Holy Spirit, 1 
are briefly 
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be truly aſſigned as a Mo- 
tive to this Publication: But, 
what Apology i is needful for a 
modeſt Attempt to promote the 
Intereſt of vital Religion? If 

the Author had Leiſure, and 


HE Bes Friendsmig be * 


Ability, he ſhould think it quite 
ſeaſonable to enlarge on the 


Subjects ſuggeſtedin the follow-- 

ing Pages ; and he hopes that, | 
this e ſhort as it is, 
under the Bleſſing of God, will 
prove an 7 to ſome, 
who being miſled, are waver- 


ing in their Conceptions of - 


G race, and that even others, 
A 2 \who 


* 


B 3 
who are better eftabliſhed, will 
not peruſe them in vain. - 
Thai guilty Man is haſtening 
to Judgment, and an eternal 
State, is univerſally allowed: 
What thencan morenearly con- 

cern him, than that which re- 
lates to his Deliverance from 

wrath, and his Title to Glory? 

A falſe Hope will doubtleſs 

prove fatal; and, ſince in all 
Ages, ſome, through Ignorance 

or Prejudice, would pervert the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, no Argument 
ſould be left untouched, which 
tends to conf mit. The Ground 
of a Sinner's Juſtification, inthe 
fight of God, is of the higheſt 
conſequence}; no wonder, there- 
fore, that it hath been copiouſly 
han- 


| 6 * IJ; = 
handled by many; nevertheleſs, JF 
conſidering the ſubtletyof ſome, 


natural proneneſsin all tolean on 


Righteouſneſs of God, 
Memorials may be uſeful: And 
the Proofofthis Doctrine, which, 
I may ſay, is here taken from the 
a Believer, is certamly 


Heart 
* pos to ſtrike him. 


As to the Points of Experi- 
ence, . in this 
little Eſſay; their Importance 
and Glory ke far above che 
teach of the World; and it is 
— wonder that any who are 
IS as to think them- 
hives f: though deftitate 
| hs 


theunwarineſsof others, and the 
themſelves, and to neglect the 


"4 vi) 

the Power of Godlineſs, ſnould, 
to their utmoſt, oppoſe the 
Notion of that Grace, with 
= Efficacy of which they are 
entirely unacquainted; but a 
natural Man may diſcern, yea, 
and an open Deiſt will confeſs, 
that Regeneration, by the Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, Converſion, 


Communion with God, the in- 9 


habitation, ſealing and earneſt 
of the Spirit in the Saints, and 
even, in ſome Inſtances, his 
plentiful effuſion. of divine love 
in their Hearts, are things, cer- 
tainly, and plainly revealed-in 


the Bible; and the like may be 1 


ſaid ofother great Articles men- 
tioned; namely, the ſovereign 
and eternal Love of the Father, 
Ons 


6. 
Election, Redemption by ths 
Blood of Chriſt, and Juſtificati- 
on by Faith, and, in one Word, 
the whole of Salvation by Free- 
grace alone; theſe are all clear, 
as the Noon · Day Sun, diſplay- 
ing their luſtrious Beams, thro* 
the Firmament of Scripture': 
And, whatever Sentiments may 
prevail, with ſome, in Contempt 
of theſe glorious Truths, he that 
utterly denieth them, doth little 
leſs than own himſelf an Unbe- 
liever in Revelation; but, if 
any Man, under a Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, would evade their 
proper and natural Senſe, he 
acts a very diſingenuous Part, 


of a Redeemer into the Hands 


» 4 


and indeed betrays the Cauſe 


of the Enemy: 


(/ wu } 
Nor is it Ga | 
vourable to the ſpread of true 
Godlineſs, when theſe eſſential 
DoRrines are ſeldom proclaim- 
ed, and then under Terms 
which are doubtful. 
I have only to add, my dear 

Reader; think it not ſtrange that 


one, who is every Day more and 
more fully perſwaded of theſe 
facred Pendle, as the only 
Foundation for the Hope of a 
Sinner, and on which he depends 
in humble tion of Life 


| 4 ine a fair Opportuni 


ity of 6 
 eommendingthem, in the ſtron- 
geſt manner to others; whoſe 
ſalvation: he lcerel "3 oy — car. 
_ ſegks, ©? 
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The Chriſtian's une a Cree; 
Th ob 


BEING 


TWO SERMONS 


A 


On GALATIANS v. 5. 
WHERBIN - _ 
Biliever's waiting for the Hope of 


Righteouſneſs by Faith, and the Argument 
from thence to Juſtification by Grace, are 


b 
. 


The Subſtance of which was preached 


explained; and the Concern of the Spirit 


in his Experience is conſidered : With 


various Notes and Reflections. 


4 
A 


at the Meeting-Houſe' near the © 
| Maze-Pond, March 27, 1763, | 
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For we - throug b the Spirit wait . 1 i 
"of rightemuc by fail 
BE are of a: 
to prove the juſtification: of a fins 


. ner by faith, in oppoſition! to the 
works of the law. It was occaſioned. by a 
* defection in the Churches of Galatid, a- 
mong whom many were ſeduced by certain 
falſe Brethren, who, from carnal motives, 
vegrd the neceſſity of being eitcumciſed 
nd keeping the law. of Moſes, -in;order to 
by — To recover them who were turn- 


B 2 Li 1-0 


4 The Cbriſtian : Experience [SR RN. I. 
ed aſide, and to prevent a further ſpread of By 


this error, 
—— taught by theſe men was not t the 


law, Are ap N n 
fleſh be juſtified. pong: 16. And more- 
over he notes that it cofftradicted the end. 
of _— death, hich was to redeem us 
from under the curſe, aud bring in à right- 
eouſneſs which the law could not give the 
ther Jew or Gentile, might be juſtified by 
faith, for, ſaith he, r if raghteouſneſs come Z 
the. law, then Chrift i is dead in vain. Cap. 

16, Fr. Abd cap. ut. 13. compared. 


After ſharply reproving their foll | 
Apoſtle proceeds, and infifts on the 
ple of Abraham, who was jaftified by 
when in uncitcumciſion, atid oſcerved at 
the promiſe he received of a. ted, in whom 
all the nations of the earth ſhould be ble 
ſed; referred to Chriſt, "and belonged to 
the covenant of Ged in him, and not t 
that of Mount-Sinai; that it was given 
long vefore the ee eee the = 
1012 1 Ca tf Wo 4 boot 


Sram, 10 and 8 1 


« them.to abide, 
Bore ie Ou Leh 
us free, and be. not entangled again 
with the yoke. of , bondage, and adde, with 
an authority. and zeal. becoming an Apoſtle. 
of Jeſus, verſe a. Behold, I Pauli/ay' unte 
you, that uf you be circumciſed Obrift- ſhall 
profit. you nothing. Circumciſion, ſimplix 
conſidered was . no bigdrance ten Glver 
tion of Min chorus but for a man 
circumciſed, and bind himdalf 20-the- 
age Moſes, with a view to his juſtificas- 
tion in the ſight of God. was in effect to de 
ny, und thereby, as it were, to exclude 
eee And, 


he is under by circumciſion, which the 
Apoſtle goes on to declare, verſe z Fer 'F 
teſtifie again to every man that is crane. 
that be 9 to do the whole Jaw,' and 
therefor, Chrift is | become. of po! Met unto 

1 * . 


- 


| 


appears from.the bbligition- 2 
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you, whoſoever of you are juſtified by thi in, 
ye are fallen from grate. Not that it is poſ- 


fible fot 4 man to be juſtified by the deeds 


of the law, which hath been already denied, 
nor is there any room to queſtion the Lord's 
maintaining his own work in the hearts of 
his people to perfection; the verſe is pure- 
ly hypothetical, and the plain meaning is, 
that whoever ſeeks to be juſtified by the law 
is fallen from the d ocrrint of grace. In the 
article of Juſtification,” works of the law and 
grace ſtand in ditect oppoſition ; they are 
inconſiſtent! with each er and cannot be 
mingled: A man muſt be juſtified eithet 
who! ly 'by his own obedience, or altogethet 
—— obedience of Chriſt, and therefore 
he that adheres to the righteouſneſs of the 
law can have no claim on the grace of the 
goſpel. The ſum of the A poſtle's argument 
is this: Jeſus was crucified to tedeem us 
from the curſe of the law, that we who bes 
lebe might be juſtifies freely in him; if 
any man, therefore, ſeeks to the law for 
juſtification, the blood of Chriſt cannot a- 
vail him ; he is held unto a perſonal and per- 
wt obedience for life, and can receive nd 
N advantage 


0 
W. 
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advantage from grace : A conſideration de- 
ſerving the notice of all who come ſhort of 
an abſolute and entire confidence in the Re- 
deemer ; but, I am perſwaded, Brethren, 
ye have not ſo learned Chriſt, 48 to join « 
thing of your own with that glorious robe, in 


which the Saints are 'complen before God.. 


The paſſage firſt read immediately follows: 
We through the Spirit wait for the hope of 
—— by faith. An evangelical truth 
which, as I ſhall endeavour- hereafter. to 
ſhew, the conſcience of every true Chriſtian 
will witneſs as the matter of his real. experi- 
ence ; Now from this . univerſal. 
of the Saints another argument is ad- 
vanced againſt ſecking to be juſtified by.any 

retended Jegal obedience of our own, q. d. 
To follow after righteouſneſs as it were by | 
the deeds of the law is not only vain, it be- 
ing impoſſible to attain it thereby, and 
likewiſe contrary to the deſign of the _crots, 
by the blood of which we are redeemed; 
neither is it merely inconſiſtent -- with 
the docttine of grace, and that which reg» 
ders Chriſt of none effect to the Subjedh, 
but it alſo ſtrikes at the foundation of the 
Chriſtian's 


N bin Experience SNN. I. 
Chriſtian's hope, which is grounded, not in 
the n rde bot in the TOs of 
A 


In this remark of the Apoſtle * , 5a 
an monde reference to the conduct-of 

believing Jews, who, on being called, 
renounced bf claim of.life on the SIM of 
their legal obedience ; q. d. * We Jews, who 
have embraced Chriſtianity freely, quit all 
expectation of being ſaved by a conformity 
to the precepts of Moſes, and reſt out hope 
entirely on faith, how unreaſonable is it 
then for you Gentiles, ha profeſs to be- 
4ieve, to come under the law, in order to 
juſtification ? And, who cannot fee' the 
8 of the br e N Fot dete: if 


N. 


* The 7 law no daubt was abolified by the 
death of Chriſt, and the Apoſtle firenuouſly oppoſed. the 
Prog vn Converts, having any thing to do therewith ; — 

think the believing Jews were bound in conſci 
any of its rites, compare 1 Cor. vi. 12, with Colof 
4% 17. Vet this excellent and faithful miniſter of the 
ahopght it became him, an certain occaſions, to a- 
id offence, and for edication, to obſerye them. Ac. 
avi, 3. Cap! Nil 23. compared, But then at the fame time 
$a ppealy diba of dependance upon them, defiring:t6 


ang ir Fri alone. Phil. ii. 9: 


Sexm LI * Criterion of Truth.” 9 

they who deſcended from Abraham after 
the fleſhy, and were originally bound to this 
law, juftly maintained their hope om the obe- 
diencs of Chriſt alone, it muſt be uſeleſs and 
abſurd fbr believing Gentiles to etftangle 
therfiſclves wich chi poke of bondage. 


1 0 t. Jo 5 
5 But to confing-our text to- Wel 
| ſtances. of the Galatians would, in 9, manner 
render it unprofitable, to us, who are, under 
no temptation from the law of Moſes ; and 
fince it muſt be allowed that all true Believ- 
ers wait fox their hope upon the ſame foun- 
dation, and that 2 to to be juſtißed by 
works in every form of obedience is equally 
contrary to the grace of the Goſpel, I think 


we may with propriety and advantage take 
the paffage in a light ſuited to the Faithful 
in every age, and Poul accordingly proeeed 
to open and apply it; the ſenſe them is 
as follows, namely ; Me, i. e, we that be- 
keye in Jeſus, through the Spirit wait for 
the hope of richteoufusſ by faith.” Tn this 
vic w che words preſent us with; the hops of 
the Godly, and the manner in. chich then 


wait for it; which may be truly and pro- 
perly ſtyled experience, as I truſt will ſhort- 
C i 

1 | 


10 The Cbriſtian s ence [SERNM. I. 
ly appear. A different conſtruction may be 
put on the text, but in every point of light | 
it contains the ſtate and ſenſe of the believ- 
er's heart in the exerciſe of his hope: In 
this manner, and upon this ground, his Soul 
waits for the hope ſet before him in the 
Goſpel; ſo that here is the peculiar and 
univerſal” habit of the Faithful in Chriſt, 
which deduced into act, as it certainly will 
where it exiſts, is productive of the whole 
ſubſtance of vital religion: An experience, 
my Friend, which ſtands nearly connected 
with thy eternal welfare, and therefore 
calls for a ſerious attention. To illuftrate 
and OP this N 1 Free- 
754. | mm of vw 
I. To explain the hope referred t to in the | 
text, which is the ultimate view of the 
Chriſtian's life. 129409. 9 


II. Shew what 3 is included in his waiting | 
for this hope. 


III. Conſider how the Believer looks for 
e by faith ; and then, | 


g 1 
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Sent. II 42 Criterum of Truth. 1 
Iv. Touch on the concern Which the 
Spirit hath in this . 
e notes and refle@ions: g h 2s 

qo nated. aw: by a ytflirneo 
Fig. "The Chriſtian hope Which is the 
end of his life, is thus cen "Namely ; 
the hope of righteauſnefs,* or, as it may be 
rendered, of juſtification. The derm is uſed 
to expreſs a law-righteouſheſs, and'it is fo 
taken by ſome in the text; they divide'the 
clauſe and make righteouſneſs the jet of 
hope; and underſtand it of that identical 
righteouſneſs in Which the Faithful Raid 
jultißed before God; their ſenſe then is 
this; that they RG bllieve look not for a 
juſtifying righteouſneſs by the works of the 
Jaw, but by the faith of Chrift /* A truth 
not to be'doubred ; yet I think it more juſt 
to conſider the ſentenet in a different view : 
The Apoſtle is plainly ſpeaking of belieyers, 
who are juſtified} no juſtified perſons, 
ſtrictly and properly, rather enjoy than 
hope. aa a juſtifying righteouſneks, which 
they have already received; Rom., v, 1. 
For however ſuch may be in the dark, and 
looſe their comfort for a ſeaſon, neverthe- 
| leſs, the righteouſuels of God is to, and 


a upon 


aud au Jena, Jeliu Chrifo Titus ir. 13. 


18 The Chrifian's Experience. [ö BBI. L. 
upon all them that helieye; I am therefore in 
opinion with thoſe who underſtand by hope 
in this place, the kingdom hoped, for, or the 
Chriſtian's future inheritance. It appears 
to me that the clauſe is expreſſive of one 
ching; namely; the Believer's hope, or 
what ho Waits for, unto.which the Apoſtle 
juſtly, here gives, the epithet of righteouſneſs, 
fo that ãt ultimately refers to the crown of 
glory:the ſaints ſhall hereafter receive: It is 
no Qthes than the hape laid up in heaven, 
even, that ternal life which God that can- 
not-lie; promiſed before the world began. 
This is the hope of righteouſneks, | eternal 
life, in vchich the ſeparate ſpirits of the juſt 
e ee np. gill: che | 
day of redemption, and in the earneſt ex- 
peftation of which the Faithful perſevere ; 
8 it is, written, looking for that bleſſed bope, 
and the glorious appearence of the great God 


No this may well be ſtyled the hope of 
rightcoufncf, as the Chriſtian's title to glory 
1s eſſentialſy contained in his Juftification, 
which . ſrtenly legal . oy 
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A rig Ahe n 
tained in his juſtified” ſtate. Tt is well 
known, that two tal bleflivgs reful from 
being juſtified. in brit, namely, -- remifh- 
on of fins, and a title to e latter 
of which belongs to tho ſubject: in hand. 
As in a date cof-eondeinnation;* by ths 
breach of the firſt covenant, the/guilty ſab- 
ject is deprived” ef his claim to that liſe 
which was the reward of obedienes under it, 
ſo in a Rate of juſtification by the #1 
neſs of faith the Subject is inveſted with au 
equitable right to the glory bequeathed him 
in the teſtament of grace. Thus the kings 


dom was 47 in Chriſt from mk grin 
that the of the 
were deprived, — — 2 


foundation, as infinite wifdom 'direRs; thro! 
faith in the Redeemer'y fo that 1 BeHever's 
title to glory is in the obedience of 
his Saviour to the death of the croſi by 
which he fatisfred juſtice i in bis Read, and 
bought bim for ever with a price; hence 
they who are called f receive the pramiſe of 
the inheritance, as VER "Tit. ii. 7. 
Being juſtified freely by Dae we are made 


Heir: 


14 The Chriftian's Experience [Sxze. I. 
Heirs according to the hope of eternal Ife. 

is legal right to glory contained in the 
juſtification of a Chriſtian ſupports, the char 
tacter given of his hope, or proyes it truly an 
hope o of righteouſneſs. But again, 


463-144 e 


8. The proptiety of chin epicher will ail 
further appear When we conſider that the 
Believer's juſtification: is - triftly legal and 


_ righteous ; indeed we may be certain of this, 


ſince tis God that juſtifieth, who is righteous, 
and whoſe judgment we know is according to 


truth; but this alſo is clear from the manner 
in which he is juſtified; namely; in that com- 


pleat and glorious righteouſneſs his Sutety 
wrought out which, being imputed unto him, 


renders, him july acquited, and Igaliy entit- 


led to the heavenly glory ; this is truly and 


properly a lay - righteouſueſs, or that ſelf lame 

righteouſneſs which the law requireth in order 
to juſtification.' How, pl 3 
And-with, what abundant fatisfackion, and 


| courage. Mo the Chriſtian. reflect on his- 


title as good t is firitly and perfectly fo; 
and, .who a d ute Gd A title which 
deſcends ina ina way of ſtri righteouſneſs will 


| bear the : niceſt ſcru v8 Sch! is «the Believer's 


+ | title 


seum. IJ 2 Criftrion of ut. os. 
title to Heaven nor doth the piertivg eye f 
- Juſtice itſelf diſcern any fla or defect in the 
foundation of that man's hope who is juſti- 
fied by the faith of Jeſus, | Well then may 
the ipheritanceof the Chriſtian be deſcribed 
as in the text, ſince he is entitled thereto as 
juſtified in a righteouſneſs adequate to the 
utmoſt demands of God's law. And this is 
the glory of that hope given in the goſpel ; it 
s — that reigns through 1 ume 
v. 21, In a word, it will be a righteous 
thing with the Judge to confer this crown 
of righteouſneſs on them that believe, it 
being no leſs an act of fuftice than grace to 
admit the Redeemed to their manſions of 
blis. So much for the hope referred to; 
It is no other than eternal nd in a way « of 
righteouſneſs. | I paſs, W A 


; 20088 Dri 3 


Secondly.” To ſhew what is included _ 
| the Chriſtian's waiting for this hope; 5 


it contaĩns the l Paige ul: 5 fen 
1. A 


of his utle. No: man 
will really wait for the enjoyment of whathe 
doth not on ſome evidence appropriate to 

= a j 1 lf: 


16 The Chriftan's Exporience, [Sz NN. 1. 
himſelf: Now an evidence of this &icorey- 
ed to the heart of every renewed perſom in his 
effettuaicalling, and this is ſtill more:confiem- 
ed by the gracious ſealings of the Spirir of 
adoption, ſince if Children then Heirs. 
'Tis true a cloud may intereept for a ſanſun, 
and involve the Chriſtian in darkneſs, yet 
it is rare he is long without a view of his 
right, thro' grace, to a claim in the pra 
miſe ; in r be ib — 
ming. 3 * il LITER 


5 ilk We the period of fruition 
is uncertain, A preciſe P the 
bleſſed ſeaſon 2 his glory ſh com- 
mence, would unfit the Believer for many du- 
ties of the preſent ſtate, and indeed leave 
no room for his waiting, A man may expect, 
but he cannot properly waz? for an object, 
the exact time of whoſe coming he.certain- 
ly knoweth ; but, what Chriſtian is ac- 
quainted with the hour when his ſpirit ſhall 
be releaſed from the body and received into 
paradiſe, or who can declare the illuſtri- 
ous morning, when the Rodeemed h be 


r e A 


1 b. 


. 52 


| dart Aru 1 

2 rae Ate 

Ys 5 an apprehenſion of — 
— but who will 225 for an 
object he reckons far diſtant? Accordingly 
the ſcriptures repreſent the — 
neſs of the Saints at the appearance of 
Chriſt as at hand; thus James the Apoſtle 
aſſerts Cap. v. 8. The coming. of the Lord 
draweth mgh ; and, the aſcended Jeſus 
confirms it, ſfaying';; Rev. xxil. | 124 — 


Bebold ; Jurely, I come quickly : again, 


4. It ſuppoſeth an earneſt deſite. 1b ha 
heayen born Soul there is an habitual prin» 
Giple of longing after the enjoyment of God 
in the world to come; and however lan- 
guid at times this affection inay be, it natu- 
rally attends a lively hope, the fervour of 
which is in proportion to the near and rea- 
lizing proſpect the Subject hath of this gloris 
ous (inheritance. - The Chriſtian; © havi 
the carneft of the Spirit, often feryently de- 
— to de cloathed upon with his heavenly 
houſe, and the — of his joy at the 
coming of Jeſus is ardently wiſhed for, in- 
. fomuch that to love his appearance is one 
eriterion of the FO who are deſcribed 

** 


Sek. 1. 
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a dear object, inſtantly expected, 


ted her words, 
riot ſo long in coming? Why tarry the 
wheels of his chariot? Come Lord Jeſus; 


* . 1 — 
> — . * * 8 
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as looking for the Saviour from heaven. 2 Tim. 
ii. 20. As one eager to ſee 
goeth to 
the door, or like the mother of Siſera, from 
the window ſtretcheth out the neck, with 


Jonging defire to behold and embrace him; 


in like manner it hath been found, the ſoul 
of a Chriſtian, filled with a ſenſe of God's 
love, and in the near views of eternity, 
hath as it were extended itſelf towards. his 
Beloved ; and, in ſome inſtances, even adop- 
crying out, why is his cha- 


come quickly ! Nor ſhall the defire of the 
Believer be in vain ; for we are aſſured that 
to them that look for him, ſhall he appear 
the Second time without fin unto . 
Heb. ix. 28. But further, N 


Thust is related by Mr. Pearſall of that eminent Chriſ. 
dian Mrs. Houſeman, ſome of her laſt words were theſe: 
Come my dear Lord, I long to be diſſolved. O why, 


O why, are thy chariot wheels ſo long in coming? Make 


no tarrying, O my God.” In like manner Mr. John Terry, 
as Mr. Henry records, ** I feel, ſaith that Penitent, 
the powerful influence of the love of God warming my 


Soul with ardent defires after him, — I believe in God, 


I believe alſo in Chriſt ; Come Lord Jeſus ; come quickly. 
Why are his Chariots ſo long in coming?” And many ſack 
inſtances might be produced ; the authenticity of which is 
not to be decently queſtioned. 


denn. J.] n "9 


5. Patience is needful in 8 1 f 
viii. 25. 1f we wait. for that ne fries che 
do we- with patience wait for it. The ar- 
dent defire laſt mentioned joined to the Be- 
liever's afflictions, with the 
diſtance, or ſeeming delay of his Saviours 
appearance, call for his patience: hence 

we read of the patience of hope 1 1 Thel. i. 
3- and the Apoſtle ſaith, Heb. x. 36. Te 
have need of patience, that after ye baue 
done the will of Gad ye might receive the prv- 
miſe ; and again, Te Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God, and patient wait 
ing e Cog: e n 


* Another thing eſſentially included is 
a due preparation for the expected event. 
He that truly and, properly waits, holds 
himſelf in readineſs, to meet the perſon he 
looks for; ſo will the Chriſtian who waits 
for his Saviour: This we are taught in the 
parable of the virgins; and the ſame is con- 


firmed by many other like exhortations ; 
thus Chriſt himſelf, Luke xi, 35 35. Tet 
D 2 your 
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your loins be girded about and your lamps burn- 
ing. and ye yourſelves like unto men that wait 
for the Lord. To the fame purpoſe is the 
Apoſtle, 1 Pet. i. 13, 14, 15. Gird 
up the hoins of your minds ; be fober and hope 
unto the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of Feſus Chrift : As 
obedient children, not Jaſbioning yourſelves 
| according to the former luſts in your igno- 
rance: But as he which hath called, you is holy, 
J be you holy in all manner of converſation. 
This ſome may not reliſh, but however dif · 
ficult in the preſent ſtate of fin and iempta - 
tion, or contrary to this deportment the 
lives of ſome Profeſſors may ba. certain it is 
that waiting for this hope will influence the 
Subject unto a holy and ſpiritual walk: 
That man's converſation will be in heaven 
who really looks for Jeſus from thence ; and 
let them, whoſe God is their belly, and who 
mind earthly. things, tune . to them- 
| Rye, 
| This, my Brethren, i is the genuine atti- 
tude ang habit of a true Believer, who, 
eipg ga ed, and having received the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, the eatneſt of glory, dif- 


cerns 


8 
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cerns his title thereto, the commencement 

of which indeed is uncertain, but. near; 
he inſtantly waits with longing deſire, 
holy patience in a converſation 
the goſpel, that he may not be overtak 
unawares, and aſhamed, but that, being 
actually ready, he may have boldneſs at the 


| * 


coming of the Lord, and may enter 


his preſence with joy; ſo then, this waiting 
contains the whole of vital and 
religion. Happy the man who is enabled 
thus to nok. He thr ————— 
his heart is 
his life adorns the doctrine of Jeſus; and; 
mark; the end of that man is peace! May 
you and I, my dear Friend, approve ours 
ſelves among them” who Da oF Fe 


Lord ! But, to proceed, 


Tbirdhys How doth the Chriſtian wait for 
his hope, or upon what ground doth he 
look for life everlaſting 
clares it is by faith. Faith is here taken by 
ſome for that grace of the Spirit ſo called, 


which alone availeth in Chriſt, as obſerved 


in the following verſe and no doubt the 
a who waits for this 1 


? And the text de- 


preſetved in the loye of God; | 
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is a Believer, and it is certain that faith is 
concerned in his juſtification, as by it he 
teceives the righteouſneſs of God, and re- 
© miſſion of fins. Faith likewiſe is inſepara- 
| Bly connected with hope, being © the ſub- 
* ſtance of things - hoped for, and the evi- 
e dence of things not ſeen ;” ſo that Hope, 
as it were, riſeth out of faith, which, in 
the. order of nature precedes it. By faith 
therefore, i. e. in the exerciſe of this grace, 
and no otherwiſe, in the preſent ſtate, can 
2 Diſciple of Jeſus behold his inheritance; 
and patiently wait the fruition. Neverthe- 
leſs I think that the ſcope of the place will 
admit, if not abſolutely require, another idea 
of faith; I take it that as hope in this paſ- 
fage 1s to be underſtol;of the Believer's 
inheritance, ſo faith here Yoth not reſt in 
the grace, but extends to the faith, 
or to that which the ſubje lays hold of as 
the ground of his juſtification, "and conſe- 
ee of his title to glory. The apoſtle, 
in perſuit of his deſign, which is to ſhew 
it inconſiſtent with the grace of the goſ- 
pel to ſeek. after righteouſneſs by the deeds 
of the law, appeals to the foundation on 


which the Faithful reſt their hope of ob- 
taining 
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taining the kingdom. of God, which is not 
their own merit or doings, but the pro- 
miſe of the Father, eſtabliſhed in Chriſt, 
who by his death hath purchaſed. for them 
a right to the enjoyment of heaven. It is 
by faith that the Chriſtian waits for this 
hope of righteouſneſs ; but faith, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, either as a principle, or a wor, 
is not the. meritorious cauſe. of what he ſh 
hereafter enjoy, neither doth it in any. ſenſe 
or degree give him a right thereunto; no; 
his juſtification, and title to life, as hinted 
before, wholly ſpring from the obedience 
and blood of his Surety. 9 @1 


That the phraſe, by als, i is uſed in this 


F la both 1 the 
of the freedom, which 


Believers. 
throug 
delight bject, when writing to the 
Epheſians, he thus declares; In whom we 
— boldneſs, and acceſs with confidence, by 
- the faith of him. Now it is plain that 4 
the faith of him is intended, pot barely the 
manner in which the Cprifting attains this 

* Nö 
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liberty, but alfo, and chiefly, the gtoiind 
of his confidence before God, fince the pa- 
rallel place runs thus: Having, Brethren, 
Buldneſe to enter into the bolieft by the Blood if 
Feſus. So that it is clear; ?he faith of him, 
and the Blood of Feſus, are phraſes ſynono- 
mous ; the latter explains the erin, and 
ſhews that by faith we are to underſtand 
that which the Subject apprehends, on ac- 
count of which he hath boldneſs with the 
Father, and this, you ſee, is no other than 
the blood of his Saviour. 


Beſides, in the argument before _ /faith 
ſtands oppoſed to the works of the law, and 
in this oppoſition it is always taken object- 
ively, 4. e. for the M of Chriſt, or his 
obedience to the death e croſs, where- 
by he made a compleat Wilgtnen 
and brought in a perfeci rio 
der which the Believer is juſtin 


od. u way be ſaid; jonas the Chennai 
as ſeeking for glory and honour by patient 'continuance in 
well doing ; how then doth he Gel! it by faith only, to 
the utter 'excluſiop of his own works, as the foundation of 
his claim ?. I anſwer : Tho? the Believer is juſtified; and 
therefore entitled to life by faith only, and the ſole ground 
of his claim is the merit of Jeſus ; yet, as hath been often 


obſerved, 
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the ſole and entire foundation of che h 
fet before us in the Goſpel; and 69 this a- 
lone the Chriſtian depends for his claim to 
the kingdom of heaven; he waits for this 
hope of righteouſneſs as the reward of his 
Redeemer's merit alone. In this manner, 
I apprehend, faith is here to be conſider- 
ed; namely; as it were, in the exerciſe 
of its office, under the influence of which 
the ſubj ject, renouncing all his own works, 
in point of juſtification, refteth his hope 
in the obedience of Chriſt, the perfection 
and merit of which is the ground of his de- 
ltiverance from wrath to come, and of his 
fitle* to life everlaſting * And, Brethren, 
is not this inconſiſtent wih following aftet 
righteouſneſs by che works of the law, or 
ſeeking to be Alb thereby? Surely no- 
thing ean . 3 der 4 mn 

ſieſt 


ene ae 
Fanden righteopſneſsapd the hope of life, is. not alone; 
ut is really and truly a working faith. To chem who un- 
derſtand the myſtery of faith there is no ineonfiſteney be- 
tween looking for eternal life in a dependence on what 
Chriſt hath done, the fole meritorious cauſe of ohtain- 
ing it, and a continuance in well doing under that expecta- 
tion: and that well doing is eſſentially 2 
ing for glory, hath alrezdy been ſtewn. 
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feſt contradiction between this dependance 
of a Believer, and his obedience to the law 
for juſtification, and conſequently every 
notion that favours of being juſtified .by our 
own legal obedience, is fooliſh and vain. 

Thus the Apoſtle comes fully up to his ar- 
gument, and abundantly proves the aſſer- 
tion, namely; that whoever ſeeks to be 
Juſtified by the law, is fallen from the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, which proclaims all them 
that believe © juſtified freely by grace, 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt 
* Jeſus. ” I ſhall cloſe this diſcourſe- with 
a review of the argument, and an hint or 


two in favour of the ſenſe in which 1 have 
conſidered the paſſage. 


To diſcern the force of the Apoſtle's rea- 
ſoning, it may be uſeful to recal the imme- 
diate occaſion of his treating on the ſubject, 
and remember that the perſons oppoſed were 
vainly attempting to join the works of the 
law, with the faith of Chriſt, in a ſinnex 
juſtifying righteouſneſs, and preſuming to 
call it the Goſpel, under that ſpecious pre- 
tence, deceived the unwary Galatians : 


now, 


SRM. 1.) a Criterion of Truth. 27 
now, as a means of opening their eyes, he 
appeals to the real ground of their hope as 
Believers, and, as it were, calls upon them 
to reflect on what they ſincerely depended 
for glory to come; and the purport of 
his addreſs is in manner as follows; 9. 4. 
« Dearly Beloved ; how is it you are. thus 
* deluded! I beſeech you to reflect and 
. * conſider ! If your expectation of the fu- 
ture inheritance, as you have profeſſed, 
and as every ſenſible ſinner muſt acknow- 
* ledge, depends entirely on the perfect 
« obedience of Chriſt, whence is it you 
come under the law for juſtification ? Are 
e you not hereby deriving your title to glory 
from yourſelves, in proportion to your 
legal obedience ; and is not this to deſtroy 
«the very notion of being juſtified: 
grace, contrary to your own; unfei 
« reliance on the infinite merit of a cruci- 
«* fied Jeſus? How ſtrange! how ' mani» 
« feſtly abſurd is this! Conſider, my Bre- 
*« thren,; we, who believe in Chriſt, pro- 
« fels to wait for the hope of righteouſneſs 
by faith; we look for ſalvation, truſting 
« in the Redeemer, in whom alone we 
« are juſtified, and claim our right to the 


E 2. , © kingdoos. 
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kingdom of God; is it not then very 
6 prepoſterous for you, who profeſs, this 
1 faith, to ſubmit to the yoke of the law in 
** order to be ſaved?” This I apprehend to 
be the tenor and courſe of the Apoſtle's ar- 
gument ; he is reaſoning from the genuine 
nature of the true Chriſtian's hope unto a 
ſtedfaſtneſs in the liberty of the goſpel, and 
againſt being entingled with the law, 
as a covenant of works; An argument that 
will abide to the end of time, for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Faithful, and as one guard againſt 
thoſe, who, under any form whatever, would 
BY the goſpel 0 Chriſt. | 


1 preſume that none will be offended 
with the ſenſe I have given of the text who 
confider that it ſuits the real ſtate of the 
iever's heart, and alſo throws a light on 
dme other difficult places of Scripture. On 
reflection we ſhall ſee that the hope of a 
Chriſtiau muſt centre in his Saviour's 
obedience unto death, as the ſole me- 
ritorious cauſe of the glory he expects, 
fince he is begotten to his hope by the 
refurrection of Chriſt from the dead; which, 


with his/aſbention, and power at the right 
of 2 118 1 a iin hand 


1 ay 
AA. 4 i. 


— 
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hand of God, thew that he finiſhed his work. © 
on the croſs, and is become the Author of 
eternal ſalvation, to them that obey him; and 
therefore whatever miſtakes the Believer 
may labour under, or however weak in his 
judgment, on due examination, his con- 
ſcience will teſtifie, that having fled to Je- 
fus, guilty and hopeleſs in himſelf, and 
placed his confidence in him, he is waiting 
for the promiſe of life, as the purchaſe of 
his blood. Hence the Lord Jeſus: Chriſt 
is ſtyled our hope, and again, Chriſt in yu 
the hope of glory. Theſe, and ſome other 
paſſages, which at firſt ſeem hard to be un- 
derſtood, are eaſily reſolved, when applied to- 
the ground of the Chriſtian's hope, Which, 
we have ſeen reſts its elaim entirely ot the 
merit of the Saviour: In like manner T 
conceive we are to take that pathetic degla- 
ration, Gal. iv. 19. My little children, of whom: 
I travail in birth again, until Chriſt be form- 
ed in you. Indeed it may be ſaid that Chrift | 
is formed in the Believer, as a likeneſs to tze 
holy Jeſus is eſſentially contained in his: 5 
ſanctification; the new creature is after the 
image of him that created him, and he = 
Wat is born of God is conformed to the a 
image 


* 


* 3 FLEE 9 . , 
* „ * 
„ 1 
* 
= 


20 The Chriſtian's Experience [SM. I. 
image of his Son, as a Subject of true holi- 
neſs; but the context plainly refers to juſti- 
fication, in reſpe& of Which Chriſt is form- 
ed in a man, when his merit and righteouſ- 
neſs are his cordial and ſole dependance.. 
or, in other words, when a man, from the 
bottom of his heart, renounceth all ſelf- right 

eouſneſs, and truſts. alone in Chriſt for re- 
miſſion and life everlaſting, which exactly 
fuirs the deſign of the epiſtle. In one word; 
in this ſenſe © Chriſt is ſaid to dwell in the 
heart by faith.” So that the light in. which. 
I have conſidered the words not only correſ- 
ponds with the Apoſtle's argument, but al- 
ſo with the true meaning of ſeveral myſtical 
paſſages, which, on due conſideration, will 
be found to comprehend the experience of 
the Saints, in relation to the point in hand. 


_ | j 
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For x we through the Spirit OY for the _ 


of righteouſneſs by 6 


WAVinc conkderad the Chrit. 


an waiting for glory, in a way 
of free grace, and the argu- 


ment refulting therefrom againſt ſeeking to 


be juſtified by the works of the law, it re- 
mains to ſee what concern the Spirit hath in 
this bleſſed experience; and in this, with 
ſome notes and reflections, the following 
diſcourſe will conſiſt. By the Spirit in the 
2 no other 1 is intended than that adorable 


divine 
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divine perſon who is placed in equality with 
the Father and the Son, and whoſe. diſtin. 
guiſhing character in the Deity is that of 
the Holy Ghoſt, even the Spirit of truth by 
whom the Prophets were inſpired ſince the 

| foundation of the world, and who is the 

þ author of holineſs and cotnfort in them that 

are called. This glorious Spirit, we are 

told, Cap. iii. 2. theſe Galatians had receiv- 

ed by the hearing of faith, who deſcended 

from the exalted Saviour, according to the 

promiſe of the Father, on the primitive Diſ- 

ciples, with his extraordinary gifts, and is 

the Spirit of adoption, ſent forth into the 

hearts of all who believe. Now the Apoſtle 

declares that it is 7hrough this Spirit the 

Chriſtian waits for the hope of righteouſ- 
= neſs by faith; and he may truly be faid , 
A thus to look for the kingdom of heaven, 
| more eſpecially on the two following ac- 
evunts | T1 
I. As the Spirit in him is à witneſs. of 
his Sonchip, and likewiſe an earneſt of the 

glory expected. Cap. iv. 6. Far becauſe ye 
are ſons, Gd hath ſent forth the Spirit of his 

* into your hearts, crying, Abba, Fas 

| ther, 
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ther, and again, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 
i: 22. He hath given us the earneſt of the 
Spirit in our hearts. Even the earneſt of 
glory; according to 2 Cor. v. 5. He that 
hath wrought us for the ſelf ſame thing is God, 
twho alſo hath given us the earneſt of the Spi- 
rit. So then, the work of the Spirit and 
his inhabitation in the Chriſtian is a ſure 
teſtimony of his being an Heir; yea, and the 
earneſt of his future inheritance, for in the 
grace he hath received, and in his eommu- 
nion with God, he hath ſome true degree 
of that enjoyment in the fullneſs of which 
he ſhall be eternally fatisfied, in a future 
world; hence he r and 
joy. And then, 


2. It is by the free — of 
the divine Spirit that the Believer-is enable& 
to live in the exerciſe of thoſe graces, ant 
maintain that deportment which waiting 
implies. This almighty Agent is the efficient 
cauſe, and in that ſenſe the author of ſpuitual 
Fife ; his ſovereign power is exerted to quiek- 
en the redeemed, and poſſeſs them witha vital 
principle of holinefs ; hence they become 
hight in the Lord, and baue a good hope 

F through 
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through grace; and the ſame gracious and 
effectual operations are needful to a perſeve- 


rance in the faith, unto life everlaſting; he 


accordingly works as a Spirit of wiſdom and 
revelation, opening the eyes of the Believer's 
underſtanding, that he may know what 1s 
the hope of his calling, and behold and ap- 
propriate the unſeen glories of a future 
Nate; under this delightful experience 
the defire of his ſoul is drawn towards hea- 
ven, and the love of God being ſhed abroad 
in- bis heart, he can rejoice in hope of the 
glory to come: In this manner ſometimes 
the Chriſtian hath * been filled with peace 
and joy in believing, and abounded in hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghoſt.” 


The ſame divine aids are required to ena» 
ble'the Believer to gird up the loins of his 
mind, and be ſober and hope to the end, 
for, he could not withſtand the ſubtlety 
and power of the fleſh, and mortifie the 


| deeds of the body without a ſupply. of the 


ſpirit of grace, Indwelling fin, the temp- 
tations of Satan, the ſnares of the world, 
and the many ſore trials to which he is ex- 


ä in this imperfect and mortal ſtate, 
would 
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would prevail againſt the Chriſtian, if left to 

himſelf; but, bleſſed be God, we know 
that the Spirit he hath received, according 
to the promiſe, will abide for ever; He will 
never forſake the righteous, in whom He 
dwells as a ſpirit of grace, but will continue 
to uphold, ſtrengthen and guide him, even 
to the land of uprightneſs : Thus the-faith- 
ful in Chriſt, “being filled with, the 
knowledge of his will, ſhall be enabled to 
„walk worthy of the Lord, being ſtrength- 
* ned with all might according to his glo- 
« rious power, giving thanks to the Father 

« who hath made them meet to be parta- 
« kersofthe inheritance ofthe ſaints inlight,” 

This is the concern which the Holy Spirit 
hath in a Chriſtian's waiting for the hope 
of righteouſneſs ; He aſcertains his adop- 
tion, and is the earneſt of his inheritance, 
and by his efficacious influences enables 
him to live in the exerciſe of thoſe graces 
and duties which are implied in this heaven- 
ly poſture. I ſhould now proeeed to ſome 
remarks on the ſubject, but, previous to 
this, it will be needful to remember that the 
text in general is a lively portraiture of a 
Believer in Jeſus, in 2 review of which we 
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may judge of maſelves; and at the ſame 
time recollect the particulars, and argu» 
ment of the text, in order to a more ready 
application unto the following remarks ; 
And, may the Spirit of wiſdom and truth 
vouchſafe his gracious aſſiſtance, that they 

may * to our piritua and ſaving ad- 
vantage 

Behold then the true Chriſtian! He is 
an Heir in waiting for an eternal inheri- 
tance: On earth, like his Fathers, he is a 
Pilgrim and Stranger; but his hope is in 
heaven; God is his portion, in whoſe pre- 
ſence he expects a fulneſs of joy, in the ever: 
laſting manſions of bliſs. This bleſſed hope 
is not founded on his own merit, but reſts 
entirely in the compleat work of his great 
Redeemer, in whom he is juſtified, and 
hath a legal right to the kingdom prepared 
from eternity. See this choſen Diſciple of 


1 Jeſus! Behold how he waits through the 
_—— Ppicit of adoption, the carneſt of Slory, in 
dDSae aſſured proſpect of his future joy; un- 


gertain indeed as to che period of fruition, 


but re * near, bis heart goes 
. en N waits, mörti- 
Iying 
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fying the paſſions of the fleſh, and in well 
doing ſeeks the honour and immortality of 
the life tocome ! This is the likeneſs in which 
the true Chriſtian will certainly be found; 
The end of his life is cternal glory, inexpectati- 
on of which he freely renounceth a claim 
thereunto, properly ſpeaking in right of him- 
ſelf, or his on deſert, and confeffing his vile- 
neſs, his habitualrelianceison the infinĩte me- 
rit of his almighty Saviour: In one word; he 
looks for the inheritance on the promiſe of 
his heavenly Father, according to the cove- 
nant of grace, which was ratified in the 
blood of his Surety, by whoſe obedience 
alone he is made righteous, and , becomes 
le gally entitled to life eyerlaſting. - | And, | 
art thou, Friend, this happy man? Art 
thou truly thus waiting for the hope of . 
righteouſneſs by faith.? Adore, the riches of 
ſovereign grace] But then; doth notaninvine 
cible argument ariſe from thine n exper 
rience againſt the notion of obtaining li 

by the law ? What can be more inconſiſtent, 
than to ſeek to he juſtified, and conſequ 

ly a title to heaven, in any degree by 1 


of thine own, and waiting for glory as the 


ift of free grace, chaſe of 
8 through the pur | 


= 
- Raz = 

_ 1 — — 
3 


38 The Chriftian's Experience [dE RM. II. 
Chriſt ? Surely the Believer, who grounds 

His expectation of eternal life on the merits 
of Jeſus, on reflection, muſt find within 
himſelf a ſenſible and prevailing argument, 
againſt legal obedience for juſtification, and 
ſtand faſt in the true grace of God. | 


I now proceed to note a few things on 
this experimental ſubject, and the Apoſtle's 
reaſoning therefrom in defence of the 


Goſpel. And, 


1. Mark the perfect lata os is 
viiweek evangelical doctrine and the expe- 
rience of the ſaints. This note requires 
attention, which I hope will be granted. 
I do not 'mean that the ſecret workings of 
a good man's heart are always correſpon- 


dent with the truth: No; alas | the beſt 


of men, in this imperfect ſtate, are liable 
to vain imaginations, which are contrary 
to ſound doctrine; nor is the private experi- 
ence of any man to be regarded any further” 
than it corteſponds with the counſel of 
God; for want of attending to this, ſome 
Pious perſons ſeem to have been greatly de- 
ceived; they have taken up that for Chriſ- 


tian experience which is plainly abſurd; and 
thereby 


SexM. II. 4 Criterion of Truth. ug 
thereby given an occaſion to the adverſary, and 
ſtumbled the weak; but, far be it; that we 
ſhould reject all experience becauſe of theſe 
unhappy miſtakes and deluſions,” and there 
by, as it were, yield up a profeſſion. of the 
life and power of godlineſs | The reality 
and uſe of experience in a life of faith is not 
to be queſtioned, for, in fact, there is no 
religion where experience is wanting; 
wherefore, while we are cautious not to 
depend on the account that any perſon gĩves 
of his experience, but rather try what he 
relates hy the divine revelation, let us take 
heed of their error who decry the experi- 
ence of the Saints. It is proper to explain 
what is here underſtood by experi- 
ence. Experience, in general, is the in- 
ternal ſenſe, and practical knowledge of 
the heart, in reſpect of ſpiritual things, and 
takes in what a Believer may, or doth feel 
in himſelf, under the influence of the fleſh 
or the fpirit ; but it is more commonly un- 
derſtood of that divine fellowſhip, and 
thoſe communications of grace, and their 
effects in the foul, through the agency of 
the Holy Ghoſt, under which the mind of 
the ſubject is differently exerciſed, according 

21109 to 
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to the natüre and citetinſtanccs of kis vi- 
kation: Thus, repentance and fath; and 


_ Ebtttnonion with God; ate points of expe- 


flence : Self-huiifidtion, and unſtighed 
forrow for fin; a cordial acceprante- of 
Chriſt, or a joy itt God through him, by 
(loin we reteibe dhe rtebemerz 5 
things of experience ; the operations and 
affections of the mind undet the influence 
of divine grace in theſe, and in a thouſand 


particulars that might be named, are truly 


and properly experience, the verity of which 


in the heart of a man is certainly known 

only to himſelf, and to the Spirit of God; 
who worketh in him, according | to the 
good pleaſure of his will. 


The experience of particular perſons in 
tommunion with God or their own hearts, - 
under the ſeveral diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence and grace,is unſpeakably various, and, 
for the moſt part, in every inſtance, hath. 
fomething peculiar ; but, the point I am 
upon leads me to that which is eſſential to 
a life of faith; and therefore in ſome degree 
common to them that believe, with which, 


it is caſy to ſee, each man's particular ex- 
perience 
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perle nct, ifit be the genuine fruit 2 
will nodoubt agree. No the inſtance before 
us belongs to the known, univerſal, and 
eſtabliſhed Expetience of the Saints: The 
Faithful, each to a1 man, hath an experi- 
ence of this; that in à view of his finful 
ſtate, and cunſcious of his own ill deſerts, 
and alſb of his utter incapacity to merit 
the favour of God, he ſeeks to be juſti- 

fied, and to inherit the kingdom, alone 
by free grace: This is not barely his 
inward perſwaſion, that ſo a Sinner 
muſt be ſaved, which fimple truth a 
man may really underſtand, and heartily 
credit, and yet be in a ſtate of unbelief ; 
nor is it his outward. profeſſion only, that 
he hopes to be ſaved in this way, but un- 
to this. evangelical, doctrine every. true Be- 
Jiever's heart is actually conformed ; It is 
his experience; i. e. he doth truly and ha- 
bitually renounce all claim on the ſcore of 
his own obedience, and, encouraged by 
the report of the goſpel, through divine 
aſſiſtance, hath put his truſt in, and reſt- 
eth alone on the merit of Jeſus, Now 
- where this ſole dependance on the Redeem- 
er is found, the Subject is conſcious of ſelf- 
G abaſure, 
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abaſure, and a hearty reliance on the divine 
faithfulneſs; he is Nikewiſe zealous in aſ- 
cribing glory to Chrift, as the author of all 
his ſalvation; and if theſe holy and ſpiri- 
tual acts of the renewed mind are not to be 
deemed the experience of the Saints, I 
would fain know what is ? But, ſurely this, 
in ſome degree, is to be found with every 
Believer ; it may therefore be properly ſty- 
led the univerſal experience of the Saints. 


By this criterion of the Chriſtian's heart 
in reference to his hope, or the grounds on 
which he expects to obtain it; namely, by 
faith, which is of grace, you ſee the Apoſ- 
tle ſettles the true notion, or doctrine of 
Juſtification, and thereby ſhews that works 
of every kind are excluded from a caſual 
influence therein, it being impoſſible that 
a Sinner's own obedience, in any ſenſe or de- 
gree, ſhould be the meritorious cauſe of his 
title to life, if his expectation is juſtly 
grounded in free grace alone. Thus it is 
plain that the experience of the faithful and 
the doctrine of the goſpel exactly agree; 
and, indeed the connexion, or likeneſs is 
no other than natural; for, what is expe- 

| : rienee 
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rience, but the exerciſe of a divine life, on 
roper occaſions and objects, under the agen- 
cy of the Holy Ghoſt, in them that are cal- 
led ? And certainly the work of God muſt 
correſpond with the means by which it is 
produced, and this it is well known is the 
word of truth, therefore in all genuine ſpi- 
ritual experience the heart of the renewed 
Subject is powerfully exerciſed by a ſenſe 
of goſpel truth, under the-influence of the 
Spirit of grace; which cannot fail of yield 
ing the fruits of righteouſneſs : So then, 
experience, however diverſified, is to be 
reduced to the ſubſtance of ſome promiſe, or 
doctrine of revelation, of which the Subject 
hath proof upon trial, or, to ſpeak with 
the utmoſt plainneſs, he finds it the power 
of God in his own heart unto thoſe ſaving 
purpoſes for which it was written: It 
follows then, that doctrine and experience 
are a mutual guard and ſupport, dach being 
a teſt of the ſoundneſs and truth of the 
other; and hence we are furniſhed with an 
excellent maxim in forming a judgment of 
ſpiritual truth, either experimental or doc- 
trinal; to avoid being impoſed on by the 
deluſions of Satan, and the deceit of the 
G 2 heart, 
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heart we are to bring all particular, gr 
private. experience to ſcripture prophecy, 
and try. it by, the doctrines of divine revela - 
tion; on the other hand, if we would eſ- 
cape thoſe, hereſies by which ſome would 
; pervert the goſpel of Chriſt, one good rule 
zs co try the opinions of men by, the known 
| and. univerſal ſenſe. of the Faithful: Thus 
the written word is a touchſtone with every 
Chriſtian for the trial of his own. heart, and 
alſo of what is ſuggeſted to him as the expe- 
rience of others, and he hath like wiſe an 
inward witneſs from the ground of his hope 
to eſtabliſh. him in the doctrine of grace, | 
and preſerys him from error. In one word, 
no experience is genuine which doth not 
agree with goſpel doctrine, and no opinion 
is true Which manifeſtly contradicts the al- 
lowed and common experience of the Saints, 
L hope the liberty J have taken to be large 
on a pbint in which true religion is nears 
y concerned will not be in vain, and go on 
9 4 e e other ſigns | 
113. 20 T. 10 b | | 
u. Then ibis pl mey forthiroks 


meln chere may 0 errors in judginant 
Wnen 
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when yet things are right in e 
The Apoſtle ſuggeſts t that if theſe L 


who had received the e Spirit Y el 
of faith, would ſeriouſly attend to, th 
ſtate of their mind, in regard to fhe fou 
tion of their hope, and as it Were. 7. 
bottom of thei hearts, Which ig the ſame 
with conſulting their * expgrigncs gn the 
point, they might then, fee. the folly, of cg 
tertaining an expeRation, of, lifg-frops, their 
own, obedience, ox turning aſide to the laws 
ſo tha this text is a kind of appeab unto the 
experience of theſe: Cbriſtians againſt the 
errors to which they were ſedhced. aid it 
ſhews that it was for want of ſelf- examinati- 
on that the Adverfary LD ASP 
N. enen 1 21 26.08 


IT" 


Fr 
but, alas, in the ben des ken m 


rious occaſions of a man's being th us incone 
ſiſtent; indeed there can be no inconſiſten= 
cy in the tuch: Troth is uniſpem, n- 
ſiltent and ane; and the rule abovementioned 
will be found immutably juſt, hut it is pot 
impoſſible for a perſon, to receive ij yes, ahd, 
e a deception, zealoully to promate, 2 


| 
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doctrinal error, which, on reflection, will 
appear the reverſe of his own experience. 
The heart of a man may be ſounder than 
his head, an inſtance of which is not very 
rare, for they are not a few who have low 
and confuſed ideas of doctrines, and even 
ſuch as ſeem contrary to the grace of the 
goſpel, from whoſe ſpirit and converſation 
we have yet reaſon to hope, yea, and are 
bound in charity to conclude, that they are 
truly humble, and look for ſalvation by 
grace, through the merit of Chriſt, on 
whom they depend, notwithſtanding their 
miſtakes: I do not commend ſuch Chriſti- 
ans for an example, or think them fit to be 

teachers of others; it is very unhappy when 
they are regarded as ſuch. z but we are not 
to deem a man void of true grace, merely 
becauſe he is a child in knowledge, and 
ſhould beware of deſpifing the weak. But 


our” 


pt III. 11 is ain to be led; that Uh G 

ence of Chriſtians is ſubſtantially the ſame. 
The'argument i in the text is taken from the 
manner in which all true Chriſtians wait 
| oy" _ Res” " Believers may differ in 
* 
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their ſentiments, and may debate many 
points, but i in this they agree 1 they 
one in point of dogandance. L are e al 
ſaith the Apoſtle, in one hope of your 
ling. Ephel, iv. 4. And. Chriſt is i 
hope; in him the Chriſtian's. anchor is 
grounded : It entreth into that. Within the 
vail, which is Jeſus the forerunner. Heb. 
vi. 19. How ſeemingly contrary Fr ever 
appearances may be, if a Believer purſues 
his on heart in queſt of his kde t5 le it 
will lead him to Chriſt, in whom alone it ĩs 
And the like harmony of Saint 
may be obſerved in every: other efſential 
nnen N yew ENR 
509 erm 8 810 \ elif, 34 
. "Tt may be uſefut-to-obſerys,” the he. 
bitual concern which 2 "Chriſtian hath, in 
his life of faith, with the obedience and blood 
of his Saviour. To this the Believer ham 
daily recourſe, and thence derives | 
olation and joy, in his waiting for glo- 
ry: Thus lived the Apoſtle; Gal. i. 20. 
J am with 'Chrift,, nevertbeleſs I 
live, yet not I but Chrift roeth in ne. An 
the life which I now live in the fleſh, I Foe 
by the faith of the fon of God; who loved ne 
Wh 


Y 
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ver Biff For no. Etitiſt und Hit 
was the er if hi life, and the 
po of hls hope. Ti Mack alte is 
with Every Chr 7 dotild "the croſs de 
femoved: is Faith Would? ati 5 
Would ex "EX pile, "but fog Li rfect db 
| ence of Jeſus, the Son of Tad, „ 0 
ighteoulncts, the appropri 5 | 
a foltalh kis| 5 people to © 06 vg 2 
"i Thiefs ae ſon? of the partieulürs which 


preſent»themſelyes tb r ov [the . 
gubject conſidered; Mntely; I 
which - fubHRs between the : of 
faith and the experience; bf the Santi: the 
poſſibility of a man's being rightin his hope, | 
when'at the ſume time ho is in ſome reſpects 
Wirongin his motions: ; the univerſal concord 
of the Faithful in eſſential points of vtpe 
rimental religion, and the conſtant: applica- 
_ tion chere is in a life: of faith to m emptied 
Jeſus, as the ground of chat hope which a 
Believer airs for. Articles of great im 
1tance' to our ſtability and Tomfert in 
ways of the Lord, nne end 
Ohciſtian, ./ von 1 Are! e 
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As a further means of improvement I 
ſhall ſuggeſt a few things 7 * of fe. | 
flection and cloſe. And, 


1. Have we not reaſon to be aſtoniſhed, 
yea, and alſo to lament the pains ſome men 
take to lead perſons off from this hope of 
ſalvation, and to turn them aſide from the 
truth? The doctrine of many in every age 

bath tended to flatter poor ſinners with find- 
ing acceptance with God in their own obe- 
dien®, and ſome are zealous to exalt the 
merit of the creature, even under the cha- 
racter of proteſtants, not conſidering that 
this is a principal ſource of popiſh ſuperſtiti- 
on. Strange that any one of common pene- 
tration, in a conſcientious uſe of the bible, 
ſhould not diſcern the path of life, or tht, 
overlooking the natural and eternal op 
tion between works and faith, in point 47 
juſtification, he ſhould teach men to be fay- 
2d by their own doings, and thereby per- 
vert them from the grace of the goſpel! 
And it is. no leſs — 2 1 ſince, other : 
faundation can no man lay, *. that i laidy 4 
which in Feſus gas Chrif, 1 Cor, iii. 2. Neither Mi 
is there 22 in any other. Acts iv. 12. 
RH | e 
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For, in the Lord alone ſhall the ſeed of Iſrael 
be juſtified, and ſhall glory. Ifaiah xlv. 2 
They are, therefore miſerable Guides, who 
direct mankind to ſeek after righteouſneſs by 

the deeds of the-law! Again, 


2. Doth not theſe obſervations plead 
ſtrongly for preaching the croſs? If the 
hope of a Chriſtian is ſo nearly concerned 
in the value of his Saviour's obedience, and 
he is waiting for glory as the purchaſe of 
his blood, the doctrine of a crucifieggJeſus 
is needful to nouriſh his faith. The obedi- 
ence and blood of the Son of God, whereby 
he atoned for fin, and brought in a right- 
eouſneſs for life, with its attending ſubjects, | 
through cuſtom, may be generally omitted 
and become out of faſhion; yet nothing ſhort 
of theſe evangelical truths will anſwer the 
wants of an awakened tranſgreflor, who is. 
ready to periſh, or ſtrengthen the hearts of . 
the Faithful. Many are the ſabjeQs to be 
handled in the miniſtration of the word, 
but none more important than the death of 
Chriſt, by which he obtained eternal re- 
demption; this is the ground of a Sinner's 


juſtification, and of the Belieyer's comfort 
and. 
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and joy. The preaching of the croſs there- 
fore is of the utmoſt importance: 88 
thought the Apoſtle when, as he tells the 
Corinthians, he determined ** not to know _ 
any thing among them ſave Jeſus Chriſt 
« and him crucified,” When a, crucifiet 
Jeſus is little infiſted on, the means of con- 
verſion and faith is neglected, and it is quite 
inexcuſable, fince remiſſion of ſins is ob- 
tained alone through faith in his blood, by 
which the Believer is juſtified ; ſo that if the 
Son f Man is not lifted up, as having ta- 
ken away the ſin of the world, they who 
hear are diſappointed or deceived. In ſhort, 
ſince the blood of Jeſus is neceſſary to poſiefs 
a mourning Sinner with hope, and ſince by 
this alone we have boldneſs with God, that 
preaching, which is in a manner void of 
Chriſt and him crucified, however moral 
and ingenuous, is not ſuited to the; tafte 
of the godly, nor an adequate means of ful 
vation, But, | 


3. How glorious” is the dope of "ths 


Chriſtian ! It leaves no room for boaſting, 
nor will it admit of deſpair, Shall he be 
lifted up in himſelf, under the higheſt ex- 

\ 8: = peRation, 


— 
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pectation, who looks for happineſs alone by 
the merit of another? But if the righteouſ- 
neſs imputed to him is infinite, what ſhould - 
deject him? If any thing threatens the Be- 
ver's confidence, it is his own imperfecti- 


on, ſin and unworthineſs, of which he is 


juſtly accuſed; for this he is daily humbled, 
and mourns, inſomuch that if the inheri- 
tance he looks for in any degree depended 
on his own goodneſs he muſt give up his 
hope; but ſince his truſt is alone on free 
grace, and his title to heaven is legally jauſt, 
Seewen the righteouſneſs of his Saviour, 
he hath nothing to fear, but remains un- 
ſhaken, without ſelf-exaltation. It was 
Hence, Sirs, that the firſt Chriſtians ſo no- 
bly endured all kind of temptations : Their 
fufferings for Jeſus were many and great, 
and their conſolations and joy no leſs a- 
bounded, yet we find they were neither 

caſt down by the one, nor yainly elated by the 
other ; this equanimity and Courage wag - 
owing to a good hope through grace, under 
the. influence of which the Faithful have 
not only: purified themſelves, but alſo been 
wh. in ſufferings, and humble under 
the 
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the higheſt — — Avg 
further, "fp | 


4. What praiſes will redound to the ho- 
nour of God, when his Redeemed ſhall attain 
the enjoyment of their hope! With: reſpect 
to particular Believers this glory begins in 
their ſeparate Spirits, upon being releaſed 
from the body, and admitted to paradiſe ; 
There, in the divine preſence, the bleſt in- 
habitants are ſatiated with a fulneſs of joy, 
and each with his ' harp now joins in the 
new ſong, the ſubſtance of which is the 
merit of the Lamb, who hath redeemed 
them to God by his blood; much more in 
the day of the Lord, when the number oi 
the Elect ſhall be accompliſhed, an 
who have patiently waited his coming, be- 
ing cloathed with immortal robes of f right 
couſneſs, ſhall together poſſeſs. the kings 
dom of their Father: Then, the loud as 
clamations of Saints and Angels, | harmogi+ 
ouſly ſhouting their ſongs of high 
praiſe to Jehovah, ſhall found, and fill the 
regions of heaven ! O may it be our happis 
neſs to form a part of that illuſtrious, Body, 
in whom Chriſt ſhall be admired, > 
w 
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whoſe eternal glory the free grace of God 
ſhall be magnified for ever and ever! Fi- 
nally, . | 


5. Is it Wa to pol this Subject with- | 
out a particular enquiry ? ſhould not this 
be the queſtion ; what knowledge haſt 

thou, my Soul, of this godly experience? 
Some, alas, confine their views to the pre- 
ſent life ; they are waiting for a future 
poſſeſſion on earth; it may be the ſubſtance 
of a parent, or what they expect on the 
death of ſome other relation or friend, takes 
up their heart; as for the kingdom of God, 
it is far from their thoughts. Alas, ſuch 
conſider not the parable of our Saviour. 
Luke xii. 20. How liable are thoſe, who 
ſet their heart on this world, to be cut ſhort 
of their deſire; and, if they attain it, how 
ſoon they may be deprived, even in an in- 
ſtant, for ever! So is he that layeth up tre- 
ſure to himſelf and is not rich towards God. 
No leſs deluded are they who ſeek for life 
by the law which can miniſter nothing but 
death. Shall a man under the curſe of a 
law, which juſtly condemns” him, expect 
* bo juſtified by the works of that law? 
How 
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How vain and abſurd ! Is it not a maniſeſt 
deluſion ? I hope, my dear Reader, thou 
art not thus amazingly ſtupid; or, at leaſt, 
that beholding thy folly, thou ſoon wilt re- 


pent. 


But, Beloved; are we waiting for this 
bleſſed hope, in the manner deſcribed ? 
Great is our mercy ! How concerned ſhould 
we be to make it appear that we are indeed 
looking for Jeſus, by a converſation becom- 
ing his goſpel ! O let us continue to wait 
in the ways of the Lord, being filled with 
the fruits of righteouſneſs, to the praiſe of 
his love! Then ſhall our hope be as the 
anchor of the Soul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, 
holding us ſafe, till we arrive to the haven 
of peace, where it will end in the fruition 
of life everlaſting ! And let us remember 
the high obligations we are under. to the 
Father, who hath choſen us, and to his Sony 
by whoſe blood we are redeemed, and like- 
wiſe to the Spirit of grace, whoſe operations 
have been effectual to our knowledge of the 
truth. In one word; will any who expect 
eternal glory, as the free gift of God, ſeru- 


" to join in this truly Chriſtian doxology, 
with 
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with which I conclude To the Father, 
to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt, 

be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


"ns * 
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The Chriſtian confirmed in his Hope, by the 
Love of God ſhed abroad in his Heart. 


. BEING 
TWO SERMONS 
On Romans v. 5. 


WHEREIN 


The , Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
AND 


The Believer's Confidence, reſulting from 
an experience of his Grace, are conſi- 
dered with candour. 


The Subſtance of which was preached 
at the Meeting-Houſe in little St. 


Helens, May 8%, 3765: 


. 
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The Chriſtian confirmed in bit Hope, 225 
Love GAA bit Thee: 
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The firſt Diſcourſe on the Text. 


e ES x pe 
And hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe” the 
bove of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts, 

"Ip the Holy Ghoſt which is grven to u. 


E may juſtly admire. this dan 
rage and joy of the primitive 
Chriſtians, in the midſt of their | 
4 ſufferings. 25 rigliteouſneſs fake ; the al x 
only endured, but, faith the Apoſtle, .“ we 
« glory in tribulations.” An attainment ho 6. 
Sage of this world ever ſuggeſted; and truly 
it is alone to be conceived on the Pond = ; 
of the goſpel, the hope of which, is in- 7 
1 fallible 


1 
1 
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fallible and will enable the 1 

ly to ride through every ſtorm. 
extraordinary triumph of the F e 
was occaſioned by the preſent advantage 
they had from their trials, and the certain 
proſpect of a future and ample reward: 
Tribulation wrought patience ; i. 6 be- 
ing help ed to reſign to the will of their 
Father, 2 to rely on his promiſe, a noble 
fortitude of mind enſued, which was at- 
tended with a growing experience of their 
faith in Chriſt, and his grace to ſupport 
them ; an experience more precious than 
gold, and uſually obtained through many 
temptations ; in proportion to this the hope 

of a Believer revives, as in the inſtance he- 
fore us, patience experience, and experi- 
ence, hope ; i. e. hope of the g glory o of 
God, in which we are told they rejoiged, 


This hope is the ſubject of our text; 
namely, that Chriſtian grace, which is the 
fruit of the Spirit; ſtyled the hope of our 
calling, and common to the Faithful: The 
object of this hope is not barely ſalvation 
from wrath, but it likewiſe includes 
1 eyerlaſting, which a Believer claims 


on 
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on the divine promiſe, thraugh the merits: 
of his Saviour, who bath made teconcilia- 
tion by the blood of his croſa: A life which, | 
terminates in nothing ſhort of the, fruition, 
of God, in whom he can ſometimes re- 
joice, even now, through the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the delightful antepaſt of his 
future entertainment, in the heavenly world. 


Now, the Apoſtle declares that Zope na- 


keth not aſhamed. In this imperfect ſtate 
many are the occaſions of ſhame to a Chriſti- 
an ; his former be bang and his pre- 
ſent errors and with the re- 
mains of ſin and beg which. continual- 
appear ; yea, and what, he finds, on fe- 
ection, in his beſt. frames and duties are a; 
juſt cauſe of bluſhing, ſo that ſhame min- 
gled with forrow attends him daily at the 


ue lewis with a view. to dloath him with 
ſhame ; that malicious. Adyerſary, ſeeks, toy 
confound the, Believer. in a ſenſe: of his guilt, 
and to fill him with a ſlaviſſ fear of drawing, 
ngar to God, from which he is delivered by: 

an application of that rightcopſneſs where, 
in, OAT athful.are juſtified ; as in 2 


one of grace: The accuſations of Satan: 
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of Joſhua the High Prieſt ; Zechatiah the 
third; and further, it was the deſign of 
the world, by their perſecutions, to diſmay 
the Diſciples, and cauſe them to caſt away 
their confidence, but in vain, for they were 
not aſhamed of their hope ; the Lord ſtood 
by them, and enabled them to bear a no- 
ble teſtimony for him, in the ſight of all 
men, and this they did in a full perſwaſion 
of the truth in our text; namely; that 
their good hope through grace, of glory to to 
come, maketh not aſhamed. 


It is needleſs to prove that hope _ a- 
ſhamed when the Subject is diſappointed, ei- 
ther by coming ſhort of what he looked for, 
or in finding the object, which he attains not 
anſwer his juſt expectation; but the hope 
of a Chriſtian maketh not aſhamed in either 
reſpect: It is “ laid up in heaven; far 
above the reach of thoſe who envy his hap- 
pineſs, and infallibly ſure in Jeſus his Fore-„ 
runner ; while he himſelf, though greatly 
expoſed in many temptations, is kept by 
* the power of God, through faith unto 
* ſalvation.“ Coloſ. i. 5. 1 Pet. i: g. com- 


pared. And, as the enjoyment ĩs certain, 
it 
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it is no leſs ſure that he ſhall be abundantly 
fatisfied therein. Thus David beareth witr 
neſs. Pfalm xvii. 15. As for ne I will bes 
hold thy face in righteouſneſs : I. ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied when I awake with thy likeneſs. When 
Iſrael of old forſook God, their Rock, and 
vainly fled to Ethiopia and Egypt, they were 
juſtly aſhamed of their expectation and glo- 
ry. Ifaiah xx. 5. But, true Iſraelites, who 
truſt in the Lord, ſhall in him be ſaved, 
with an everlaſting ſalvation, and ſhall not be 
aſhamed nor confounded world without end. 
Iſaiah xlv. 17. In a word ; this aſſertion of 
the Apoſtle carries in it the abſolute certain» 

ty of the Chriſtian's, obtaining his hope, ta 
— utmoſt of his wiſh, and amounts to a 
declaration of its being impoſſible it ſhould 


deceive him. A precious 3 and a 
delightful to them that believe! 


But, what occafioned this boldneſs ? Not 
any external diſpenſation or i gift, whether 
natural or ſpiritual, however diſtinguiſhing 7 
No; it aroſe from a bleſſed experience the 
Diſciples hadofaninternal, and graciousope= 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, by which they 
were filled with the ann 1 

9.96. L 
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the lb , Ood is ſhed abroad in our hearts, 
by the Holy Ghoft which is given unto ut. By 
the love of God is ſometimes to be wnder- 
ſtood the love which the Faithful bear unto 
the Lord their God, and which is the root 
of all true religion, and the conſequente of 
his love manifeſted in them. Ye love bim 
Secauſe be firft loved ut. 1 John iv. 19. But 
the hope of a Chriſtian depends not on this; 
it may raiſe his expectation, as an evidence 
of his intereſt in the favour of God, but it 
is not the foundation of his hope: Befides, 
the love of God in this ſenſe goeth out of 
the heart, or rather cauſeth the heart to go 
ont after its object, as David exp * 
Palm Ixiif. 8. My Soul followeth Bard after 
ther; but the Apoftle is ſpeaking of a love 
communicate tb, and ſhed abroad in the 
heart of the dubject; and, that he ititends 
the love of God to his People, is clear from 
- the adorable inſtance given in the context, 
verſe 8. But Cad commarideth his laue to- 
wards ur in tbat we were yet Sinners, Cris 
did fon us. 80 then, this is the love of 
BA God tuwards us; eveh thut love of God 
5 which it int Ghriſt - Jeſus our Lord, accor- 


ging to Cap. viii. 3 
. In 


851. Hl.] inſareil dy the Dove N God, "By 
In our conceptions of this divine mys 
ſtery we are to beware of ideas un worthy the 
eternal and all- perfect Jehova. The love of 
God is not to be conceived: of like the love of 
the creature, . Love in man, is a paſſion or 
affection excited by ſome amiablp object, and 
which, if the mind is in a right tate, and the 
object duly preſented, is in a manner una 
voidable, and in proportion involuntary. 80 
vain is the boaſted free will of manzin-reſpe@ 
of vital religion, hich is groundedin the love 
of God, that it doth not appear that his af 
fections are ever properly and certainly un- 
der the controul of his will But this by 
the way. It is obvious from the above des 
finition, that the love of God in Chriſt is not 
aſter the faſhion of love in the ereature, for 
this: neither ſuits the divine perſuctiom not 
our vileneſs as Sinners. 


And What ſhall 1 fay of this divine fave, 


which is theprofound and delightful theme 5 
yea, and the foundation of the goſpel? It. 
truly paſſeth underſtanding ! Yet ſomething; 
we Know concerning this adorable tibia? 
which is plainly revealed. Search the icrip=. . 
tures ; they abundantly ſhow it is the les 
DNS K of SS. 


+ VV 


CE 4 
Ln 4 


66 4 Chrifion s Hope [SzrM. III. 


of the Father; and, that we may form a 


Juſt idea of its nature, we are expreſsly told 


that it is the good pleaſure of his will; 
even his good pleaſure which be hath purpo- 
Fed in himſelf. Epheſ. i. 9. and verſes pre- 
ceding : It is likewiſe called his fore-knows 
ledge, Rom. viii. 29. and proved to be diſs 


tinguiſhing, from its viſible effects, under the 


means of grace, by which it layeth hold of 
ſome unto their converſion and ſalvation, 
while others, being left to themſelves, re- 
je the counſel of God, and periſh in their 
fins.” It alſo appears from verſe: 4 of the 


abovementioned firſt of Epheſians, and ma- 


ny other places, that this divine love ope- 
rated in favour of its Objects from before 
the foundation of the world, i. e. from ever- 
laſting, or before time, according to verſe 
xo of the ſame chapter. So then, although 
this love of God is incomprehenſible, and 
therefore not to be fully deſcribed, . we learn 
from the ſcripture of ou, and may freely _ 


declare, that it is a ſovereign and eternal 


act of God the Father, in which he was 


eaſed, of mere grace and good will, to 
et apatt, and determine certain of the hu- 


man Race to ſalvation, and glory, in his Son, 


1 


1 
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and thereby to magnifie his own 'righteouf-+ = 
neſs, wiſdom and mercy. In ſhort, this love 
of God is no other than an act of the divine 
mind, which was from everlaſting, in fa- 
your of his choſen, and in which his ſo- 
vereign will, and infinite wiſdom, are 9 

ſeen, and wonderfully diſplayed. ' en 


This free and diſtinguiſhing — God 
to his People, he was pleaſed to ſhadow 
forth in his ſeparation of literal Iſrael from 
the reſt of the world, of whom Moſes thus 
writes, Deutro. vii. 7. ſaying, the Lord did 
not ſet his love upon you, or chooſe you, becauſe 
ye were more in number than any people, &c. 
That people indeed were left under a fatal 
blindneſs, for their many provocations ; and, 
at length, were cut off in their fins, yet, in 
the worſt of times, there lay ſtill among 
them ſome of this choſen number, whom the 
inſpired Apoſtle ſtyles a remnant according to 
the election of grace. Rom. xi. 5. and, eſt it 
ſhould be ſuggeſted, from the” apoſtacy and 
ruin of the Jews; that the pur poſe of God 
did not ſtand; or that his coven 
broken; in the ſecond verſe of * ſame 


wa he affirnis with nn 
„ E 
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hath nat coft. away his people. which he fore 
knew, i. e. in the language of Moſes, his 
people on whom he ſet his love, which he 
Ind from everlaſting, and determined tg 
fave them in Chriſt Jeſus his Son. This, is 
the love of God in our text, even his eters 
nal purpoſe and grace given in Chriſt be- 
fore the world began, which the ſcriptures 
repreſent as che ſole original ſource of every 
ſpiritual bleſſing. Eph. i. 4. Nor can and: 
ther reaſon be aſſigned for the divine 8 
beſtowed on mio man.” Hy" 


The bleſt Objects of this execkaing: oye 
are diſcovered in time, unto whom. * is | 
made known, in ſome meaſure, under the 
preaching: of the goſpel, by the Spirit of 
God, whereby the. moſt happy and noble 

effects are produced in them, as will be 

ſeen in @ following Diſcourſe, The 120 

degree, or if I may uſe the 

frop of this divine love, ſhed into the heart, — 
yields a delectation and joy not to be conceiy- | 
ed by the carnal mind; but ĩt ſeems that it 
wos the pleaſure of the Lord to pour it forth | 
in abundance inthe Apaſtles and others; he 


Ana * alluding, a8 
ome 
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ſome think, to the plentiful effuſion of the 
Spirit on the Diſciples in the day of Pente- | 
coſt, Acts ii. 17. in which was 
ed the famous propheey of Joel; however, 
we find this divine love was liberally diffu- 
ſed by the Holy Ghoſt, which was given 
to them that believed; for truly no Unbe- 
liever is capable of reteiving the love of 
God in his heart, as L shall have occaſſon 
hereafter to ſneẽw; nevertheleſs their faith 
was not in any degree the deſerving cauſe 
of their obtaining this favour : No, the 
Spirit 3 is a free gift, and all his operations of 
every kind are purely of grace. I have only 
further to add, by y way of explication, that 
tho” what i is declared i in the text doth not ne- 
ceſſarily imply, that every Diſciple of Jeſus 
was thus fatiated with this divine love 3 yet, 
let it be noted, that this ſweet experience 
was not conſined to the Apoſtles,” or Miniſ- 
ters of Chriſt; they, who enjoyed it, ate de- 
ſcribed as juſtified by faith, and entitled 
to glory, which, however unſpeakably great, 
is the happy lot of every Chriſtian ; nor is 
the leaſt Saint diſcouraged nd Apt 
taſting this grace, 57125: 


jo OA Chrifien ; Hope ls ek Me. II. 


This then was the bleſſed * jouſal ex- 
perience of the primitive Chriſtians, at 
leaſt many of them were filled with a ſenſe 
of the love of God in his Son, it be- 
ing ſhed abroad, or plentifully fuſed in 
their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, whom 
they had freely received : hence they were 
confident --that ' their hope of glory was 
fure, and would not deceive or make —_ 


aſhamed. | - 


Now from this glorious account we moſt | 
ſurely' gather the following truths, which 
J ſhall briefly proſecute, with an eye to the 
bleſſing of that Holy Spirit, who thus gra- 
ciouſly ſolaced the Diſciples, and who is 
ſtill — to comfort the hearts of his 2 
Namely; B44 . 

I. The hoph of a Believer An cen- 
ters in the . of God's * grace 
1 ! in Chrift.! | | | 


II. That an hope a juſtly DON 
ed inthe love of God, which is in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, will not deceive, or make the Subjee 


"ME d. And 
; N 11. 


Sen. a) enten of Ged. yr 


ui. It i is 7 * office of. the Holy GhoR, 
which is given to the Faithful to ſhed a- 
broad the love of God in their hearts, and 
cauſe them to n in eee 
ry. And; d ur 


Fiaſ. From the high 0 flared 3 | 
dence of a Believer under a fenſe of God's 
love, that his hope maketh not aſhamed ; 
it is plain that this divine love is the ulti- 
mate ground of his hope. Some hope to 
be ſaved from the eſſential goodneſs and be- 
nevolence of the Divine-being they flatter 
themſelves that God is able, and willing, 
yea, and that he certainly will make all ood 
creatures finally bleſſed thus they paint 
out a playfible, but privy and . 
unjuſt idea of the holy, and all- perfect ſe- 
hovah, and, turning away their eyes from 
his eſſential righteouſneſs, they preſume on 
the uncovenanted mercies of an abſolute 
God, and, tho conſcious of guilt, they 
fooliſhly think they ſhalt eſcape from the 
hands of juſtice, in defiance of law, and 
neglect ' of the goſpel. Some others de- 
_ on the merit of theit own Wi 


1 
1 


| 
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moral virtue, obedience, charity, or, at 
leaſt their fincere repentance and faith; 
things which, however important and 
needful, have no place in reconeiling an ofs 
fended God, or the juſtification of a Sinner 
before him, but the true Chriſtian is not ſo 
deluded ; the glory he waits contains an ac- 
ceptance with God, and the enjoyment of 
him, which he is ſenfible muſt he attained 
in a way of righteouſneſs, and accordingly 
his hope is in Chriſt, in whom he is quſtifis 
ed, and thro him it centres in the gracious 
purpoſe, or unchangeable love of God. The 
love of the Father manifeſted in effectual 
calling, and under ſubſequent Operations oi 
the Holy Ghoſt, in the light of which the 
ſubject beholds his election in Chriſt, and 
redemption by his blood, draws forth his 
heart, and fills him with love to God, where« 
by he is conſtrained to a filial and genuine! 
obedience, but the foundation of his hope is 
not his own love to God, or any of its fruit: 
however abundant: No; his: dependance 

is laid on God's love to him in Jeſus his 
Lord, as hinted. already; this is the grand! 
original ſource, and infallible ſecurity of the: 
covenant, the promiſes, the grace given 
PR : him 
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him in Chriſt, and the glory to which he is 
appointed. Thus the Believers hope is 
rooted and grounded in the love of God; 
nor can it be faid of any hope that reſts ſhort 
of this divine purpoſe, that it maketh not 
aſhamed; but this the eternal word pro- 


nounces without heſitation 199 ny 2 * 


an Chriſtian.” hare PE 


—— To 8 it appeur, that a 16055 
thus truely and juſtly grounded in the love 
God, thall not deceive ormake the Subject 
aſhamed. And this bleſſed truth is abun- 


danfly « oo chges N N following N24 | 


Hrs.” 
46; 


ab. Mach A A e 
Grace: The Scriptures plainly ſhew that; 
as God in ſeparating literal Iſrael, deſigned 
tber a happy and glorious people 
felf, in the enjoy ment of the earthly Canaan, 
o his purpoſe of grace to his choſen in 
Chriſt; contained an appointmentof them to 
be happy, in the everlaſting fruition of him · 
— bt Kingdom. Hence he is 


<id 


to him 


| The harp of iv adopted  Chilirenin this 3 
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bleſſed ſtate of eternal communion with 


him, with reſpect unto them, being the 


firſt and great end of his love; and accord» 
ingly they are deſcribed, ' Veſſels of mercy 
awbich he had afore prepared unto ' glory, 
Rom. ix. 23. i. e. preordained, or laid 
out in his purpoſe, or decree, as Heirs of 
glory to come, for which they are prepared, 
i. e. fitted in time, by his ſanctifying grace, 
The fame thing is clear from the expreſs end 
of their calling, which is declared to be ac- 
cording to this divine purpoſe, Rom. viii, 
28. and this we are told, 2 The. ii. 14. is 
to nothing leſs than 70 the obtaining the. glo- 
ry of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. In order to 
this, the Father alſo ſent his own Son into | 
the world to ſuffer and die; thus in that 
amazing tranſaction of bringing his Beloved 
to the death of the croſs, he is ited 
as accompliſhing this end of his love, Heb. 
ii. 10. For it became him, for whom are all 
things, and by whom are all things, in brings - 
ing many Sons unto glory, fo make tbe caps. 
tain of their ſalvation perfef# thro' ſufferings. 
Adorable grace indeed! Now this eternal 
inheritance being the plain defign of the 
Almighty, in his love to bis Choſen, its vi- 
ble 


= 
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ble Object, and ſuch is the Believer, may be 
aſſured that he ſhall not be diſappointed;; 
it therefore undeniably follows that the 
chriſtian hope maketh not "aſhamed ; and 
this will ſtill more er we e wer 
faber. 2! | 


2. This Wenne and Miata love 
of God to his People, muſt needs like him- 
ſelf, be unchan — aud everlaſting. The 
holy purpoſe of an infinite, eternal and om- 
nipotent Being, cannot poſſibly alter, or in 
the end be defeated; it is therefore impoſſible 
that the hope of a Chriſtian, which is groun- 
ded in this love, ſhould finally deceiye him. 
This conſideration is frequently preſented 
for the encouragement of the F Faithful, thus 
ere. xxxi. 3. yea, I bave laved thee with 
an everlaſting love, and again Malachi. iii. 6. 
For 1 am the Lord, or Jehovah, that glori- | 
ous name of the eternal God, I change not. 
eſſential and infinite cannot fail 
of yielding to them Who ſeek the life he 
a n. = Chriſt, a full afſurance of 

2 n 


| 1 
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hope ; hence we are xequtintcd"Heby wi; 
175 — that in order to the ſtrong conſdlation 
of the Heirs of promiſe, who have fled for 
tefuge to lay hold of the hope ſet before us, 
their God and Father, who cannot hie, 
hath confirmed his promiſe by an oath, 
thereby abundantly to ſhew unto them the 
| immutability of bis counſel; But it maybe 
 faid, and the Believer himſelf will be r 
to own, that he is finful and vile, 
therefore unworthy the glory to which he 
is appointed: He j} doubtleſs: by nature un- 
der a curſe, and 4 child of wrath, even a6 
others, bow then ſhall ne preſume to trjoice 
' Hi this lope} In anſwer to which I ath led 
to obſerve, . e 1999, aid! 
ä 79 2423 un 
WT: 5 This. ir ſhed OP in the heart 
proves, that God is reconciled.tothe.SubjeQ, 
and that he is in a ſtate of juſtification; apd 
 therefore-legully entitled ;10-Hfc+, Nothing 
can ſhake the foundation he his hope hut 
the imputation of ſin 3 hut the Chriftian e- 
Joeiceth in hope of glorgyini9s juſlifed by. 
Faiths and: having peace :wath God; what, 
then ſhould Aue) bit him?! Let me craye yqur 
een while Lederer to illuſtrate and 
ſettle 


5 


BERN. TIE] infured the Love of God. yy. 
ſettle this point. Tbe love of God: te: bis 
People, conſideredas ſer upon them, ani ops 
erating in their favour, is very 
circamſtanced, from what it is whemconks 
dered as ſhed abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt. Good men have . differed in 
their ſentiments, yea, and ſome haveayarns 
ly debated/;' whether it be decent to uſſert, 
that God loves his People while it their 
fins ? I think they, who abſolutely refuſt it, 
ſeem to entertain a wrong idea of God 
love; atleaſt, I apprekend, they do not ſuf· 
ficiently diſtinguiſh between this divind love, 
as ſubſiſting. or acting in behalf of itẽ Objed, 
and the manifeſtation thereof in the. Saints, 
which: is ſpoken of in the text. Ou this juſt 
diſtinction we may ſafely part wich me 
phrafes; that have been uſed on 
the ſubject, at which offenee hatlyi been 
taken, and may clearly ſee in what ſenſe tha 
queſtion, is to be admitted or denied. It is 
ſurely agreeable to the righteouſheſs of t 

mocking Jebovah, that he ſhould ina 

tain his holy purpoſe of grace, itt fyvour of 
his Elect gee their fallen an 
finful ſtate, and n is more cet 
than that this love 1001 to his * 


* | | 


78 ©. A Chti/tion : [Serm. III. 
from cinliſtings: yea, 2 it appears from 
the —— that its principal acts, in or- 
to their ſalvation and happineſs, were 
— under the conſideration of their 
ſore known lapſed condition; this is expreſſ- 
ly declared, in the context, in reſpect of 
the death of Chriſt in their ſtead, nor is it 
leſs conſpicuous in thoſe covenant tranſacti- 
ons which took place before the foundation 
of the world; and, indeed, my Brethren, 
ſince we exiſted, had not this love of God 
been towards us, while in our ſins, how 
ſnould our carnal minds which were at enmi- 
ty againſt: him, be turned unto him What 
inſtance. of this divine love is more to be ad- 
mired and praiſed, than that of his quickening 
; his People, when dead in treſpaſſes and ſins? 
: But, how could this come to paſs, if, when 
u erge xx ma were 0 the Ge 8 
love?” N Dos * Tre OS 


* =» «& 


FR er this Free grace' epo of 
God. appears to, have actually taken place 
v excrlaſting, to the eternal advantage of 

Choſen, or 1 a complacency the 
F Ba may be ſuppoſed to have in them, as 


conſidered. i in his Son, before their conver- 
/ fron; 


120 


fon, it is morally certain that the love of 
God cannot ay Sora rs of an unſanc- 


ence may indeed be diſtinguiſhed, but it 


can be ſeparated, from communion 
with God, of which an man 


is utterly incapable ; the natural man can- 
not know this thing of the Spirit of God, 


which is ſpiritually diſcerned, nor doth it 
conſiſt with the purity of the Divine · N ature, 


or agree with the ſcripture of truth, to con- 


ceiye that any one hath fellowſhip with God, 
who is under the power and guilt of 
for, what communion hath light "with dark- 
neſt 2 Cor. vi. 14. and again, 1 John. iv, 
6. Fut /a 0 y we have fellowſh; ip with him, « and 
walk in darkneſs, we lie and do not the 
truth. Even a Believer, tho' juſtified, IF 
in an hour of temptation, being drawn. 
afide by his fleſh, indulgeth to fin, he ſhall 
not be able to "retain this delightful ſenſe 
of God's love in his heart, as David found 
woful experience; much leſs ſhall the 
at of fin taſte of this grace. 80 then, 
i whornſvever this divine love is. thus ſhed 
abroad, that man is evidently paſſed from 
death unto life; he is reconciled unto God, | 


* 


SrRN. III.] inſured by the Love of God. 979 


tified Perſon. Beſides, this bleſſed experi- 


1 


Bo A Chrifian's Hope. [Stk. III. 
and juſtied before him, and; therefore his 
unworthineſs, through ſin, though an etor- 
nal cauſe of unfeignod humiliation” and ſelf 
abaſure, is no objection to his conſidenoe; 
che may, — ah be aſſured _ his 
Tee, 74 6 


4. Whence An the Chrititas) s dg 
regten ariſe? Not from God; It ap- 
ars that he is unchangeable in his love. 
il! the Angels in heaven, think you, attempt 
to hinder the happineſs of the Faithful? 
No: Are not holineſs and love the characte- 
riſticks of thoſe bleſſed ſpirits? Aud how. 
can Creatutes in a ſtate of reQtitude, MY 
approving this gracious deſign, whereby milli- 
ons; yea, numberleſs Objects, miſerable and ru- 

ined, being thus predeſtinated to the adoption 
of Sons, and redeemed from ſhame and, ever- 


laſting contempt, are brought ſafe to 
way of rightequſneſs? - Beſides, the AM 


a 
No gels are repreſented. as Rtooping, with 
| lice and wonder, to behold this myſtery of 

love IF and they are likewiſe faid to miniſter 
fo the Heirs of Salvation, and torejoie over 
* Sinner that repenteth nothing 8 


95 NN. III.] inſured by the Dove ꝙ Gad. 81 
to be feared from theſe celeſtial Friends of 
the Choſen : And as to the Wicked, who 
are the Children of Satan, we ſee Jeſus alive 
from the dead, having deſtroyed the works 
of the Devil, with the key of the bottom- 
leſs pit; and all the infernal Hoſt ſubdued 
under him; in one word, fince Chriſt by his 
death hath put away ſin, it may boldly be 
challenged ; who ſhall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's Elect? The ground of 
their glory is ſure ; hence the triumphant 
perſwaſion is juſt, that neither death "nor 
. any other creature ſhall be able to 
rute us from the love of God which is in 
Chrift Feſus our Lord. And, is it impoſſible; 
that any Creature ſhovld be able to ſeparate 


the Believer from the love of God? It is 


then Certainly, and abſolutely impoſſible that 
his hope, which centres in, ſhould 
A or deceive bim. 1 further, 


[IO Tr may be. ufcful. to obſerve that in 
theſe. pourings forth of divine love in the 
faul the Subject hath a foretaſte, and there · 
fare an earneſt; of glory to come, which is 
another inſurande of his hope, What high- 
er of more a can wo _ i 


* 


82 A Chrifttan's Hope. [SERNM. III. 
of the fruition of Saints in glory, than that 
they are filled with the lovg, of God? Here 
indeed, under the brighteſt diſplays of God's 
love in the heart, the perceptions and ſen- 
ations of the Chriſtian, are attained thro' 
mediums proper to faith, by which he be- 
holds its greatneſs and glory, as it were thro! 
a glaſs, whereas in heaven the bleſt Inhabi- 
tants ſee his face, and have an immediate 
communication of his love: In the preſent 
ſtate alſo a Believer, delighting himſelf in the 
love of God, is always in danger of being 
interrupted ; yea and for the moſt part he 
is threatened, at leaſt by ſome hovering 


cloud at a diſtance; and * this he is too 


ſenſible not to fear, in proportion to which 
his joy is abated; hence the prophet ar- 
dently cries, Pſalm. xxxvi. 10. O continue 
thy loving kindneſs to them that fear thee |! 


He well knew the love of God was unchange- 


able; but at the ſame time that its mani- 
feſtations might be ſuſpended, and there- 


fore earneſtly pleads their continuance ; but 
in the celeſtial world changes are unknown: 
There; divine and ſovereign love, as a pure 


river of water of life, clear as chryſtal, pro- 
3 from the _ of God and the 


\) 


Lamb, | 


Sr Rx. III.] infued by the Lou? if God. 0 


Lamb; flows in a conſtant and eternal ſtream) 
filling the Redeemed with fullneſs of joy; 
thus it is plain the diſparity is great, as to 
the manner and degree of entertainment, 
nevertheleſs, the joy of the Faithful on 
carth, under the ſhedding abroad of God's 
love, is ſubſtantially the ſame with thoſe 
ſublime and everlaſting pleaſures that ſolace 
his Saints at his right - hand above, and is 
the earneſt thereof; he therefore, who is in 
any degree favoured with this bleſſed expe- 
rience, may be aſſured that his hope ſhall 


never deceive him. 


Lou ſee then, O Chriſtian, it is abundantly 
evident that thy hope, which truly centres 
in the love of God, maketh not aſhamed: 
The glory expected is the end of God's 
grace, whoſe purpoſe, as himſelf, muſt needs 
be unchangeable; this experience likewiſe 
proves that thou art reconciled unto God, 
and juſtified before him, fo that guilt, 


which alone could fruſtrate th y hope, is for 


ever removed ; there is — no conceiv- 
able quarter from whence thy diſappoint- 
ment can ariſe, and the fruition thou haſt, 
under this effuſion of divine love in thß 
1 heart, 


84 A Chriftian's Hape. Ls zu N. Hl. 5 5 
heart, is a real taſte, and pledge of the joy 
which ſatiates the bleſt Inhabitants of the 
| heavenly world. It remains to ſhew that iv 
is the office of the Holy Ghoſt to ſhed 
abroad the love of God in the hearts of his 
People; but the hints I propoſe on this 
my ſtery of grace, ſhall, by divine aſſiſtance, 
Wt be the ſubject of an enſuing diſcourſe. 
1 May what hath been ſaid engage the Read- 
a er to examine the ground of his hope, and 
confirrh his es pens of qo; e 
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And hope maketh not aſhamed, bronje, the 
ove of God is ſhed abroad in our bearts, 
_ bythe Holy Ghoſt which i ts given unto as, 


1 * 8 * 
" "3 * 


H E Gveteign and Cbör 
love of the Father, wiich 8 


g: A Fountain flowing with grace and gl6- 


5 Hm hege if derived the cn! 
joy of all Saints in heaven and eartk- Thie 


divine love, it ſeems,” filled the "hearts of 
the primitive Diſciples, 


ly beben ther hope 1 


purpoſe and grace in Chriſt Jeſus, 175 


. 
"Y . _ P — s 
7 * 
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is the Head-Spring of every ſpirivaal bleff- 
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would not diſappoint them; and that their 
concluſion was juſt, appears from a variety of 
arguments, which prove, beyond doubt, 
the abſolute certainty of a Chriſtian's obtains 
ing the kingdom of God. It remains to con- 
ſider the wonderful and gracious influences 
of the Holy Spirit, diſplayed in ſhedding 
abroad of this love: A ſublime and ſpiritual 
point, which the world cannot receive, 
nor can I more than drop a few hints, in-a 
fingle diſcourſe, on a ſubject which is better 
felt than expreſſed, and of which it is diffi- 
cult to ſpeak, not only on account of its my- 
ſterious nature, but alſo becauſe of unhap- 
py miſtakes and prejudices, that prevail 
among many about it; for truly the Diſci- 
ples of John, whom Paulfoundat Epheſus, 
Acts xix. 2. were not greater ſtrangers to 
the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, than 
owe nominal Chriſtians ſeem to be, re wo 
g his gracious operations in the hearts of 
his People. I. ſhall therefore, by divine 
afliſtance, endeavour, though briefly, to 
vindicate the truth, and ſoberly reaſon out 
of the;$criptures, in proof of the inward ex- 
perĩence profeſſed by the Faithful, in every 


age, agreeable to the inſtance related in the 
text, 
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text. In purſuit of this deſign I e e © 
the moſt caſy and natural method. to re- 


mind you of the n 2 Pte 
namely 01 111 by 


I. The internal and efficacious work of 
the Spirit 1 in general. 5 


8 M 


II. His wonderful abode in the Saints. | | 


III. That it is a branch of his office to 
ſhed hwy love of God i in their hearts; mee” 


IV. How he been this divine opera- 
tou; ane then, | | 
W Wat effects an experience of his 
grace i have N the Subject. . 8. 
Fir. w ith reſpet to a real; internal, 
and effectual work of the Spirit in the hearts 
of men ; there are ſome who deny it, while 
ſome others ſeem to explain it away, whoſe 
errors muſt be avoided. Many, ſtrange 
things are advanced concerning the operati- 


ons of the Spirit, and the experience of the 
— which are horiful * ue Einer 
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vital religion; and I think none more perni- 
cious; than thoſe which reſtrain the office, re- 


fidence, and operation of the Holy Ghoſty 


unto his agency in the Prophets, whereby 
he indited the Scriptures of truth, together 
with the power exerted, in the miracles that 


were wrought, in confirmation of the 


goſpel ; this ſeems the whole, at leaſt yery 
near all, that ſome will underſtand by the 
work of the Spirit; ſo that according to 


them, miracles being ceaſed, the influence 


of the Spirit 1s now ſcarce any thing more; 


than his divine authority in his wordg which 
hath a kind of moral uſe, in them that. im» 


prove it. A woeful dereliction indeed . 
If it is true; and who will deny it? that 
the carnal mind is enmity againſt Ged!:! 


But, bleſſed be his name, we know his 
Spirit hath, not ſo forſaken us; yet to this, 


the notions of ſome would reduce our ideas 


of divine operations: The Scriptures, ſay 
they, are inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and; 
as inſtamped with his ſacred; authority, are 


ſufficient to ſalvation; in this manner the | 
Divine Spirit is with his Miniſters," and 


abides in the Church to the end of the 
World.“ Under this ſhrewd pretence of re- 


gard 


N 


22 


Sends, 1b. t Hah Ciel, 80 


gard for the Scripture is covered ane - ö 


to the power of God, in the ſaving effects 
of his goſpel on Men, for the proper work 
of the Spirit in regeneration, converſion, fancs 
tification and comfort are denied, if not de- 
tided; and as to his abode in the Saints, 
and ſuch like gracious influences, as the 
text, relates, under. which his people are 
more or lels filled with peace and joy in be- 
lieving, © . theſe, are ſcornfully treated, as 
downright, enthuſiaſm, by which bolinel 
many are miſſed, or diſmayed. 

But ſurely one. would think ſuch Perſpns 
erred. no leſs throu og an 88 of the 
Scriptures, than the power of God: The 
writings of the old and new teſtament.” which 
they? ale to be inſpired, aboundin promiſes 
inſtances of e internal and vitalope en 
tions of the Spirit, t ey preſume to 4 
appeal to theſe wing the copies of whi 105 
through werey, are in every man's nh? 15 
he that queſtions the actual, roper, 1— 
92 — Work of the Holy W in th 

eartsof the Called, whe y they ate qi 


ened. enlightened, ſanctified, and mm 

for glory, contradids the ctirrent of tevela® | 

tion; and phat can be more abſurd i in him 
| 0 * | 
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who pretends to believe the inſpiration of 
the Bible; Such Men overact their part: It 
is really too much for a man, that would 
deny the work of the Spirit, to own' mat 
the Scriptures are inſpired. mo 


It may be uſeful to obſerve, that hong: 
ſome may now think; in the primitive 
times, when, the miniſtration of the word 


was accompanied with miracles, theſe 
effectual operations of the Spirit were even 


then found needful, unto which the Apoſ- 
tles ever aſcribe their ſucceſs. . We read of 
the goſpel being the power of God to ſalva- 
tion, and again, of preaching in the demon- 
ſtration of the Spirit, and of power. Rom. 
i. 16, 1 Cor. xi. 4. And full to the purpoſe. 
is 1 Theſſ. i. 4, 5. Knowing, Brethren, Se- 
loved, your election of God; — for our Sabel 
came not unto you in word only, but alſo in 
power, and in the Holy Gbeſ—and it is 
added verſe 6. that they received the word in 
much affiiftion, with joy of the Holy Ghoſt. 

No that the word coming in power, and” 
in the Holy Ghoſt, is not to be confined to 
his miraculous works is plain, ſince this 


ee of the S Bs was ſo far from proving 
_ thoſe. 


I 
{a> 
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Sex. IV.] of the Holy, Ghoſt... 91 
thoſe to whom it appeared, the Choſen of 
God, or being ſufficient toa ſaving and joy- 
ful reception of the word, as declared of 
theſe Theſſalonians, that we know many, 
even under the miniſtry. of our Lord him 
ſelf ; being hardened in unbelief, when they 
were conſcious that the works he performed 
were ſupernatural, proved themſelves repro—- 
bate, by rejecting him, and perverſely aſ- 
cribing his wonders to the power of the 
Devil; by which they blaſphemed the 
Holy Ghoſt, and committed the only un- 
pardonable ſin; ſo that by the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in which the word came to 
theſe Diſciples, in conſequence of which 
they appeared to be the elect of God, and 
embraced the goſpel, cannot with any co- 
lour of reaſon be confined to his miraculous 
operations ; it muſt chiefly, if not ſolely, in- 
tend ſome other power of this divine Per- 
ſon, and, what can that be, but his inter- 
nal and omnipotent grace, exerted in their 
effectual calling ? It is not eaſy to aſſert how. 
fat a real Chriſtian may be ſeduced into 
doctrinal error; but, is it leſs difficult to 


conceive how, a man, in whom hy, | 


goſpel hath become the power of God to 
N 2 


— 
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his ſalvation, can heſitate the truth of a real, 
proper, and inſuperable operation of the n 
Spirit, in them that believe? But this may 
be affirmed, that the written word, though 
inſpired of God, and able to make wiſe to 
ſalvation, through faith which is in Chriſt, 
is ineffectual to any ſaving purpole, unlely 
attended with the ſame divine power that 
raiſeth from the dead: The inſpired word, 
however ſkilfully and earneſtly applied, can 
no more poſſeſs a man dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins; with a vital principle of holineſs, ' and 
the love of God, than the ſun in his-meridian 
ſtrength and brightneſs, can revive an hu- 
man body in a ſtate of natural death; which 
Ve kno is impoſſible. ' But, 1 ſpeak to 
them who know the grace of God in truth; 
yet ſome, in this day, ſeem perplexed wick 
the fuhtlety of carnal reaſoning on divine 
opergtions, and Chriſtian experience, not 1 
it amiſs to remind even thoſe who are bet- 
ter eſtabliſhed. Theſe hints may ſuffice 
to E the reality of an internal ere | 
os ork” 'of the Spitit in general, and to 
put us on our Zuard againſt vain notione, 
ite "$HRAY to the prejudice of wi. 1 
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-- Secondly; To the wonderful abode of be 
Holy Ghoſt in his Saints," Ttappears from 
Scripture, and experjence, that, where the 
Spirit of God hath wrought uhto effeRtual 
calling he certainly takes vp his abode, This 
;nkabitation of the Spirit is a myſtery of 
denied by ſome, and queſtioned by more; It is 
truly and p properly a myſtery, being incompte- 
henſihle in its nature, and therefore not to be 
fully explained, yetit is a certain, univerſal and 
glorious priviledge of the Saints. Thus runs 
the covenant, Ezek. xxxvi. 27: and I will put 
my Spirit within ou. Note; this follows the 
promiſe of a new heart, verſe 26; A new | 
heart will I give you, and a new Spirit will T 
pur within you,” Se: The work of the Spirit, 
and the Spirits in- dwelling diſtin, 
forwant of attending to Which many fall inte ; 
miſtakes : TheLord firſt takes a fk 
heart, and gives 4 an heart of fleſh, 7; * 
ens and renewsh the unn 
minds, and chen takes up his 7 — 
Many are the paſſages which declare thereſi- 
dence of the Spirit in the hearts of Believers, ' 
. 19. = 720 the? 


e 
20s * 85 


— 
* 
=y 
— Þ 
— „ 


94 The Office 405 Operations lern. IV V 


rit of truth, whom the world cannot . re- 
qeive but. ye know bim, for be dwelleth 
with vou, and [ball be in you. For this the 


| Saviour interceeds in the verſe preceeding. 


and it appears from his diſtinguiſhing thoſe 


5M to, whom the aſſurance is given, from the 
+ world in general, that every Chriſtian may 
dlaim the promiſe. To the ſame purpoſe 


the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy, 2 Epiſ. i. 14. 
ſaying, That, good thing which was 2 
unto thee 1 keep by the Holy Ghoſt, , which 
dwelleth in ut. But no teſtimony can be 
ſtronger than Rom. viii. 9+ in which the 


Apoſtle thus declares 3 but ye are not in tbe 


Heſb, but in the Spirit, if ſo be the Spirit of + 


God dwell in you : He had been ſhewingthe 
dreadful Rate of the carnal mind, and how. 


impo flible it was for them who are in the 


feſh. to pleaſe God; now, that the beliey-. 


ing Romans ſhould not be diſcouraged, or 


think he entertained any jealouſies of — 


ox ſuſpected their real character, he inti- 


mates his good hope: concerning them, that 
they were not in the fleſn, and points out 


this rule of judgment, hereby each might 
examing himſelf; this is his manifeſt de- 


ſign; namely, to ſhe w theſe Chriſtians that 
. >» EF. 


Fo 
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they were not under the power r 6h, 10 
in a ſtate of grace, in proof of which he ap-. 
peals to the abode of the Hel) Ghoſt in 
them, which is common to every Believer. 
To underſtand, as ſome, by the Spirit of 
God, there ſaid to dwell in the Saints, a 
ſpiritual principle, or principle of divine life 
in the ſoul, is to confound the ſtate of the 
Subject, with the evidence of his being in that 
ſtate; and utterly to deſtroy the whole rea- 
ſoning of the text; it is in ſhort” to give 4 
turn to the paſſage, by which it will appeat 
unworthy the wiſdom of God to inſpite, for 
it is plainly to make the Apoſtle a5 thus ; 
«but ye are in the ſpirit, if ye are in the 
&« ſpirit,” and who, that is not manifeſtly 
prejudiced againſt the indwelling” of the 
Holy Ghoſt in his Saints, can receive a prö- 
poſition ſo abſurd? But, bleſſed be God, 
we know; that the fame Spirit which tuned | 
up Chriſt from the dead, and which" is no 
other than the Holy Ghoſt, by whom his 
people are renewed, ' dwelleth in us. Rom! 
viii. 16, Tit. ti; 5. compared. Tea; and 
it is a joyful aſſurance; given in the goſpel, 
that this fame divine Spirit, who takes up 
bis ahote in the be OT pe. 
-f & TEES. ai to © axon all 0 hed nl 


8. 


I 


J . 


Hh * og mY 1 8 8 
5 96 The Ne and Operation, | 5 Wo " 
25 will maintain his poſſeſſion, till chat gloria | 

ons immortality takes place, which) is! 


hope of the Faithful: He ir tbe carne 
the inberitance till the redemption of the pur 
chaſed poſſeſſion. Eph, i, 14. which agreeth 
with the laſt mentioned place in the Ro- 
mans. So then, the inhabitation of the 
Spirit is undeniable, on the teſtimony of 
Scripture., I have only. further to add 
on this head, that our beiog incapable-of 
explaining the modus of this divine habita- 
tion is a very unreaſonable objection. Reaſon 
proclaims the divine omniprefence ; To 


this the Lord appeals, by his Prophet Iere- 


miah, 


Cap. ri. 


24+) Do: not 1, foams 


Jehovah cannot be circumſcribed z no place 
can exclude him; he therefore. muſt. fill 


heaven and earth; but how? Can any one 
tell the manner in which the preſence o 
God extends, through, and 4 the -uni- 
verſe? Yet ſhall a truth ſo clearly revealed, 
ſo ſelf evident, ſo becoming the perfection 
iy 18 10 n & FORO: F amt 


* „ Yome who Tumble at this nobel e 2a WH 
high'Tegard for the intereſt of morality ; but 3 


Sex. VI of the Holy Obel 0 Sa * 
itſelf, be denied, or once called in qveſti- 
on ? Inctedulity with reſpect to the ab 
of the Spirit in Believers, becauſe it paſſeth 
underſtanding, | and cannot be deſcribed, 
ſhakes the baſis of all religion: Suck: is the p 
danger, and fo fatal will it psove, if we ar 
left to the natural conſequence of that ab- 
ſurd, but too prevailing Soepticiim, which 
ſtartles at OY r But; 
further, | INES 1 
Thirdhy, It belongs to the office of ho 
Spirit, who abides in them that are called; 
to-ſhed divine love in their hearts: Thus, 
we are told, in the text, he ſhed abroad 
the love of God: in che hearis of dhe prim. "4 
,114- con 0718900 + 1 74 bene 4 


1 0 2 461 vd de att 
e thatche tndnplitng of the Spirit, which ir inſepas 
rable from a vital n to Chriſt, is by the inſpired Apaſtle, 
once and ayatn,' improved into an argument-for holineſs; 
1 Cor. iii, 16, 17. Cap, vi. 19. compared; an: * 
the force of his reaſoſintz is clear. lodeed there ar 
tives to natural or moral purity ; equal. to thoſe which.) 11 | 
from the -grace of Chriſt, ad among the reſt, e N72 
abode of the Holy Ghoſt in "the Saints, let 5 | 
fore, that is tempted to ſeruple this artiele of \ Chris 
faith and experience, ſeriouſly conſider, that ih" „ 
op, he parts, with one, e the leaſt wage” 
* to Ku. ** 32 
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tive Chriſtians : They were filled with 4 
deep and powerful ſenſe of the love of God 

to them in Chriſt. - Now, in this bleſſed. 
operation, the Holy Ghoſt acted in office, 
aud, though: this plentiful effuſion by the 
Spirit may be deemed extraordinary, yet a 
ſenſe of God's love is, in ſome degtee, the 
common experience of the Saints, which he 
is able, and willing to communicate, on every 
proper occaſion, or as it may ſuit the de- 
ſign of infinite wiſdom, and the glory of 
the Father, in his Choſen, for he is no 
reſpecter of Perſons. Believers are; there- 
fore, equally dependant upon, and encou- 
raged to wait for his gracious influences, * 
order to a taſte of this love: This point is 
confirmed by his endearing character, - che 
Comforter, and by the prayers of the in- 
ſpired Apoſtle Hed hy of POR 
order to his delightful attainment, . 


One precious character which 1 A. 

Ohoſt bears, is that of the Comforter. John 

Mr, 16. Saith our Lord to his Diſciples, I 

will pray the Father and he ſhall give you a= 

norber Comforter, that be may abide with 

ms for © ever, And WhO this Comforter is 
we 


* 
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we are told in yerſe 26, But the e 
which is the Holy Ghoſt. In this charac-⸗ 
ter be taketh up! his abode in the Saints, be- 
ing called thereunto, and ſent in the office | 
of an Advocate, as the word « Nee 18 well 
known to ſignify; for this purpole the Spi- 
rit is ſent, a beſtowed on. the 1 58 
even to comfort their hearts, and, accor- 
dingly, we read of the comfort of e 2k 
Ghoſt, Acts ix. 31, So then from this 
vine character we learn that it is the work 
of the Spirit to refreſh and comfort his Pe- 
ple, 2 when doth the Spirit mote emi- 
nently comfort, than when he fills the heart 
Ahe love of God 3 n 


11 4181 Dotter 


And, this is ain dee confirecd;by d 
r of the inſpired Servants af the Lord 
for the influences of the Spirit, in order to 


their attaining the knowledge: and ſenſe U 


this love, of whielv there are many 5 we 
have a notable inſtance, Eph. iii. from verſe 
the 16th. It is a ſolemn and fervent addreſo 
to the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, af 
whom the Apoſtle thus chat he 
would grant to theſe Diſciples, according 
Wr e 
04. 0 NU Þ 
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be ſtrengthened with might, by his Spirit 
in the inward man, that Chriſt might 
dwell i in their hearts by faith, that, ſaith he, 
| * being rooted and grounded in love, may be 
able to comprehend with all Saints, what it 
the breadth, and lengtb, and deptb, and height ; ; 
and to know the love of Chrift, which paſſeth 
knowledge, that ye may be filled with all the 
fullneſs of Gad. The love of Chriſt may 
well be underſtood of the Father's love in 
him. Rom, viii. 35, 39. compared. To be 
filled with all the fulneſs of God, is to have 
a ſenſe of his love abounding in the heart, in 
the affured proſpect of attaining that ſtate of 
perfection and bliſs, where the Saints are 
ſatiated in the conſtant, and uninterrupted | 
enjoyment of God, as the fruit of this 
love, for ever; now this is conveyed. to 
the heart, through the agency of the di- 
vine Spirit, who proceedeth from the Fa- 
ther and the Son. To this I ſubjoin that re- 
markable petition, a Theſſ. iii. 5. The Lord © 
Wes: our: hearts into the nr” Get) ans | * 
o the patient waiting for | Chriſt. ,, 
Objettacldreſied, you ſee, ſtands Gd | 
el Nom Chriſt and God, i. e. the Father, 


and can be no other than the Lord the 
Spirit, 


SRM IV.] of the Holy Ghoſt) iet 
Spirit, whoſe office it is to direct the hearts 
of his People, and, who is here prayed un- 
to for his gracious influences, in order to a 
ſenſe of divine love in the foul; this,” at once; 
proves the proper Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and that it is one branch of his glorious 
ofiice, to; ſhed abroad che love. of God, in 
the hearts of the Faithful, as in the in» 
ſtance before us, which was the wüst ts be 
er eee t 


 Faurthlve To. — * pete the Holy 
Ghoſt performs this divine e 5 This 
act of God's mercy, in the hearts 
of his Called, belongs to, What a 


brated Writer ſtyles, the marrow. gf. 1 * 
Chriſtianity, and is a. difficult ſubject ;. yet, | 
Nr 
thing may be. ſaid concerning it, with ſafety 
and 9 ſhall; humbly offer 

ab an Ati t 0 ist 9 fe 


J J "202 0 . 71 done 2 * 
„ee . DoRor: Wigfus; A tranſlation of þ 
—— on the covenants hath lately been publiſhed,” 
Mr: Dill, which I have read wich great "pleaſure; ' 
whoſe account of theſe ſpiritual operations, which 
occaſionally touched, hath confirmed, 1 


enlarged my ideas on the baff. * es | 5 


\, 
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193 The Offite and Operations [d rRN. IV. 
my thoughts, in a few words, hoping that, 
however. impertet, they will be found 
agrecable to the Scripture, and the experi- 
ence of thoſe who have taſted this grace. 
In accompliſhing this peculiar work of 
divine love, the Holy Ghoſt may be conſis - 
| Uered under a twofold view; namely; as a 
Spirit ofadoption, and as a witneſſing Spi 
In the former character he works in his Saints 
a lively ſenſe of the love of God to them, under 
a full perſwaſion of their effectual calling and 
their undoubted tight to the priviledge of 
Sons, and in the other, he joins teſtimony with 
the ſpirirx of his People, unto their happy 
Rate, thereby ſcaling'thern unto the day of 
redemption ; and F'apprehend- his manner 
bf operation; in liberally: diffuſing the love 
df God; as mentioned in the text, anſwers 
to both theſe characters of the Spitit. That 
the Holy Shoſt is given, and ſent forth 
Arto the hearts of the Faithful, as the Spi- 
ti Gal. iv. 6. And be- 
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 heatrt of a Believer to his 
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'of the Holy 3 
notion —— ly Ghoſt 8 
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Eee this almighey Agent, offacts 
grace, in the — — 21 
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occaſion 

to note 

—_— by the way, that; i order 

by: | 

j as we muſt 2 

— to con- 
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guiſh bo- 
tween 


religion/by ſubſtiening the work — 
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tween the Spirit himſelf, or his agency 
in the ſoul, and that ſpirit or ſpiritual na- 
tute, with its various operations, which is 
return; the Holy Ghoſt ſheds abroad the 
love of God in the heart, as a Spirit of adop- 
tion in general, by irradiating the under- 
ſtanding, unto which he preſents this di- 
vine love, in its bleſſed effects, at the ſame 
time exciting in the Subject thoſe holy acts 
of faith, and ſpiritual affection, which are 
evidential of his intereſt therein. A tran- 
ſcript of this we have in Epheſ. i. 17, 18. 
They contain an account of the Apoſtle's 
prayer for thoſe Chriſtians in order to their 
increaſe in the love of God, and run thus. | 
That the. God of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, the 
Father of glory, may give unto you the Spirit 
wiſdlam and revelation, in the knowledge of 
him, The eyes of your under landing being enn. 
lightened; that ye may know what it the 
hope of his. calling, and what the riches of 2 
the glory of his inheritance in the Saints. The 
end of his interceeding for this influence of" 
the Spirit may be ſeen in Cap. iii. 18, 19. 
That they might be able to comprehend 
0 * * and be filled with the 
— 


* 2 N „ * _ 
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— wn PAT O A 74g ; 
foulgeſ of God, vhith-Hath been Hoffidered 
before i © Prom henee it uppeart/” that the 
Holy Gpoſt cottics forth" to ehecute this 
branch of fis office from the Father of gl 
95 ad; Conſetjdently, that he Acts as 
Spirit bp it keihin thi, 
in order to the Thriffian's 
the love of God We eyes of his 
underſtanding, and'fſhewF him the hope of 
bis calling, which is no iner than the 
heavenly kingdom; and preſents to his vier 
the tithes" of the glory of this bleſſed in- 
betitance ; alk which® tends to fill his heart 
Wich a fetife of divine love. On this mater 
the Spirit works uiito" the experience meh- 
tloted im the tert. Under this dit ine be- 

tation God is manfeſted to this 80, in 
endearing character, be rule 4 ay 
tbe cchenant is opened; its prothiſes 
ed, and the happy. Bubfect N 
And Kd, chat ite believeth ois Waste 
--the Sori of God, by Which he -vtfbbldeded 
td claim ava Child) hence a raiſecd e xpecta - 
ton, inf deſire . ug at? Heir of promiſe; pbſ- 
ſeſſetlr his Reart weh id et- reh bl. 
lowed with a frame fuited to his high, and 
e 21 in this bleſſed (ap 
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of the Believer's mind, through. the ſweet - 
and powerful influence of the Holy Ghoſt ; - 
O how doth the love of God extend itſelf 
in the heart! Then the, Chriſtian, is enlarg- 
ed to behold, with admiration and g 
tude, What manner of loye the Father 1 
beſtowed upon him. He can then; review 
and appropriate the Joye of God, in ſendipg 
his only begotten Son to die in his ſtead; 

and, reflecting on the change that hath 
paſſed upon him, through grace, he is rea- 
dy to cry out, with an holy aſtoniſhment 
and joy, God, who, was rich in mercy, for 
the great love wherewith he hath Joyed me, 
- hath quickened me when dead in, fins ! 
_ Thus divine love filleth the heart, under 
. the influence of the Spirit of adoption; and 
this bleſſed experience is uſually attended 
with a ſweet and ſenſible intercourſe be- 
tween the indulged gubject and his heavenly 
| | Father, the- ſolace; of which is unſpeaka - 
E | ble. Bleſſed Comforter; come, and thus 
. hed abroad the Jove of God in four 
bearts, that we, may. more clearly under- 
n nen e aun. | 


| Sam. IV.] of the Holy OG. 10% 
To the conſcience or ſpirit of a Chriſtian, 
thus diceQted into the love of God, and con- 
firmed in his hope, the Holy 1 
been ſometimes pleaſed to ſuperadd his own-/ 
teſtimony. For this there needs no other 
proof than Rom. viii. 16. The Spirit ieſelf * : 
beareth witneſs with our Spirit,” that "we! 
are the children of Gad. This is declared 
withoat reſerve, as the known and frequent, 
if not the general experience of the firſt 
Chriſtians: They doubtleſs had this atteſta- 
tion of the Spirit. Some, inſtead of with read 
to our Spirits, and it is ſuggeſted in prefer- | 
ence of ſuch reading, that our own ſpirits 
are no witneſſes to ourſelves; but ſurely a 
man's ' conſcience may bear witnels to 
himſelf; and may not a Chriſtian ,on 
ſclf-examination, through the divine aſſiſt· 
ance, have this teſtimany of his on con 
ſcience, unto his experience of the power 
of faith, and its bleſſed effects, And 
ſafely conclude bis vital union t und? * 
Ne the leaſt difficulty in ſu 
a Child of God, under this witneſs"of his 
conſcience, receiving a further conſiimtiou, 
by the witneſs of the Spirit itſelf, with his 
rit, as the word ' expreſſly declares't | 2 
* Wh! However 


* 
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However, this teſtimony. of the Spirit, 
either te or with the Believer's ſpirit, is 
not to be denied without a bold contradiction 
tothe teſtimony of God, agreeable to which 
we have many inſtances recorded of pious 
and judicious perſons, who ſoberly declared 
their experience of theſe ſpecial operations 
of grace, filling them with full aſſurance of 
the love of God, and eſpecially in the 
vie vs of eternity; nor can the authenticity of 
the Hiſtorians be decently. queſtioned; * 
and truly: J wonder to find any ſerious Per- 
ſon ſpeak to the prejudice of this bleſſed 
conſolation of the Spirit, and much more 
deny, that he works by way of teſtimony. 
Do Dr any OY i to. doubt 
195. gutt | this 
. Of which the n Flemming, Mr. h 


Mrs. Houſeman, the great Mr. Howe, and the pious Mr. 
Burkett, , with many others,-are potable teſtimonies, as may 
be ſeen in Door Cotten Mather, Mr. Clark's lives, &. 
4s A colieQiop of | theſe were made b * the late Mr. Burnham, _ 
in his pious memorials: Indeed I 
undes in ſetted by him had been omitted, but on the whole ]_ 
thipk with the excellent Author, who prefaced the book, 
| e is a valuable piece of the kind, being exhibited to 
of the public, withthevtmoſt kmplicity, and in which 
there dbbioramplet of This experience, whom no man can 
objeR;tþ, hut on principles, that muſt deſtroy all teſimcpy, 
homan gains, and tend to, a tordid inbdeljey, | 


could wiſh that ſome in- 


San. IV.] of the Holy Ghoſt. 

this divine atteſtation ? Let me intreat TE: o 
conſider ; Why ſhould the fact be diſputed?” 
Whence is it, dear Sir, you heſitate truth i 
ſo plainly revealed, and ſo fully teſtified in 
hiſtory, ſacred and profane? Wilkyou ſay. 1 
am a Stranger to this divine witneſs? 
may be the caſe; but can you kodefly 
think. there is no 195 ial act of God's favour 
with which he is eaſed ſometimes to di- 
ſtinguiſh his Choſen, that you have never 
experienced? Is the 29255 of this delight- 
ful operation the ground of your ſeruple?- 
For the ſame reaſon diſbelieve the whole 


plan of falvation, by a crucified Jeſus; and: 


renounce all hope and defire of at it 
it is an n unfathomable myſtery of the infinite” 
10 it ab- 


oy” 


ſurd? Then reject i it: But bels is 


irrational in the Holy Spirit witneffing' with 
the ſpirit of the Chriſtian. * You will ay, 


but I may be miſtaken, for my heart i is de- 
ceitful: On this ſpecious pretence ſome 
would argue againſt taking of comfort from 
all paſt experience, and they ay . 
from any p reſent influence 
the W of God in the heart ; 


. 
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is deceived i in this point it muſt be at the 
time he fancies he is in the exerciſe of Faith, 

or, love, &c. If a Perſou ever actually did 
experience, truſt in God, or communion 
with him, or find his heart filled with love, 
or enjoy this atteſtation of Spirit, it will re- 
main a truth for ever he did ſo, whether or not 
he hath a comfortable remembrance of the 
ſame : But will the Spirit of God fo forſake a 


humble and contrite Soul, in whom he hath | 


taken up his abode, as to leave it under fa- 
tal deluſions ? How far a Child of God may 
be permited to fall into vain imaginations, 
for a ſeaſon, _ that he may know the folly 
23 deceit of his heart, or for other wiſe ends, 
is not for us to determine, but of this we are | 
certain, that he ſhall not be deceived in the 
end. The heart is deceitful and vain, we ſhould 
therefore not truſt it, but will any preſume, 
notwithſtanding, that God is not able to 
convey his own witneſs ſafe to his Choſen ? 
How came the Prophets to know they were 
moyed by the Holy Ghoſt? They were lia- 
ble to be deceived. Could the firſt Minifters 
of the. goſpel diſtinguiſh the voice of the 
Spirit, in his external directions, as recorded; 


and, would you think it impoſſible, or pro- 
nounce 


SERM. IV. 1 of the. Holy Goes... 
nounce it abſurd, to conceive” that FF: wit- 
neſs of the divine Spirit, andthe other ſpeci- 
al N of his grace, may not ſome 
be certainly known to the Sub- 
ject It is'acknowledged, that there may be 
Impoſtors. Some conceit, and ſome others 
vainly boaſt of the Spirit, and pretend they 
experience the ſpecial acts of his love, when 
at the ſame time their ignorance, carnality, 
and diſorders, ſhew them deſſitute of his 
ordinary influence; what then? Let God 
be true, but every man a liar. Shall we 
contradict revelation and experimental reli- 
gion, or decry the work of the Spirit, be- 
cauſe of theſe notorious Deceivers? I am not 
of opinion that the communications of grace 
by the Spirit into the heart, and his wit- 
neſs with the Spirit uf the Chriſtian are the 
fame, or that 5 is no other kind of ſeal 
of the Spirit, but the effect of his grace in 
the Soul, whereby he imparts ſtill more of 
the image of God, yet 1 affirm, that 
where this divine atteſtation is 2 
_ thoſe effects will appear 


and Ae favour, ,: wic 
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me, "72 * 
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F 111801 *. che effe &s which an © w JH AL peri- 
ence of this grace will have on the VN 
To To this very briefly, and] draw to A "ole. | 


„ 4. This ſpecial act of God's love will ap- 
ſpire the Subject with" holy courüge - ahd 
boldneſs Perfect love caſteth out fear. 
1 John iv. 18. Fears may ariſe, and great- 
n diſtreſs the true Chriſtian, in a ſeaſon of 
” darkneſs, and on various occaſions. but not 
When he is under theſe bleſſed! operations of 
the Spirit: When the love of God is ſhed 
abroad in his heart, he is a Stranger to the 
- torment of fear. This effuſion of grace 
gives the Chriſtian an holy freedom with 
God, as his Father; for where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty; and this hum- 
ble boldneſs is diſcovered in nothing more 
than in prayer. Thus Rom. vill, * Fer 
Je have not received the Spirit . of 1 5 


11 


. ee an e fear) 04 | erb- | 

, 4 to fin; is inſeparable from this bleſſed ex- 
perience. It favours of a foul and reprobate 
mind to repreſenta tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
| | 2 


Sx AM. IV.! of the Holy Gl. nth 
as legal, and inconfiſtent with a freedom 
becoming the Children of God. Some ope= 
rations of the Holy Spirit are ; thus, 

when he convinces of fin it is painful to 
the Subject; but we know, from the eſſen- 
tial righteouſneſs of his nature, and from the 
end of his grace, that his divine conſolati- 
ons muſt purify; and, accordingly, it is an 
eſtabliſhed maxim, that where the Comforter 
deſcends he works as a Sauctifier. Beſides, 
he that is thus filled with the Love of God is 
ſo affected with the grace beſtowed on him, 

and likewiſe ſo entertained, that he cannot 
fail of an averſion to fin, as the baſeſt ingra- 
titude, and as that which tends to deprive 

him of his delightful fruition, , 


gu Another fare effect of this divine FR 
vour is a deep ſelf · abaſure. The Believer is 
never ſo low in his own eyes, or fo filled 
with a ſenſe of his utter unworthineſi, as 
when the Comforter is pleaſed to ſhed 
abroad the love of God in his heart: With 
an holy adtniration and bluſhing he is then 
ready to cry out „Who am 5 O Lord chat 
thou ſhouldſt fix me, and ſet me 
«« apart for dans = That thine own Sol 

n | % ſhould 
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114 The Office and Operations [ StR M. IV, 
* ſhould die for my fins that I might be 
* pardoned and ſaved? Lord; Who àm I, 
« that thou ſhouldeſt ſend forth the Spirit 
* of adoption, and ſhed abroad thy love in 
% my heart? O Lord, how is it that thou 
« wilt manifeſt thyſelf to me, and not unto 
« the world!!“ Thus will the Man hum- 
ble himſelf, who is truly mine in the 
favour of his God. 


Time would fail to tell the many noble 
and intereſting effects which a ſenſe of God's 
love in the heart hath on the Subject. How 
it weans him from the Creature ; fatiates 
his Soul, ſo that he is abundantly ſatisfied in 
this river of pleaſure, and his mind be- 
comes ſpiritual and heavenly ; this like- 
wiſe is moſt powerful in drawing forth the 
heart in love' to God, inſomuch that, in 
ſome inſtances, - it hath been found, that 
what with the flowing of divine love into 
the Soul, and the out-goings of the 
heart in return, the Believer hath been al- 
moſt overcome, and ready to ſay, with the 
Church, Cant. ii. 5. I am fcb of love. In 
one word, this enjoyment of grace will ſurely 
have its viſible and practical influence. 
ben | When 


* 
* 
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When the love of God is ſhed abroad in 
the heart, it will rouſe the Chriſtian, and 
awake him; to ſpeak and fing of his Fa- 
ther's love. Cant. vii. 9. Aud che roof of 
thy mouth like the beſt wine, for my Beloved, 
that goethᷣ down feeetly, cauſing the lips of thoſe 
that are aſleep to ſpeat. Hence faith, David, 
Pfalm Ixiii. 3. Becauſe thy loving kindneſs i $ 
better than life, my lips ſpall praiſe thee. : 
will likewiſe 2 to a vigorous co EM 
in every path of duty ; Pſa, cxix. 32. I will 
run the way of thy commandments, when thou 
ſhalt enlarge my Heart. And, what enlarg- 
eth the heart, like the love of God? And 
further, Brotherly love will, prevail i in pro 
portion, for this commandment have we 
from the Lord, that be. who Joveth God, love | 
bis brother alſo. A man may poſſibly real 
abroad the notion of divine loye, and yet his 
practice be void of the fame, to the grief of 
his Brother; but he, in whoſe heart the 
love of God is truly ſhed abroad, will find 
it mortify the baſe ak of his fleſh, and 
diſpoſe. him to kindneſs and love. Now e 
from theſe hints it is plain, that if we will 
attend to the teſtimony of God's word, there 
is no very great danger of being impoſed on 


Q 2 6 


116 The Office and Operations [SERM. IV. 
by | thoſe who are only Pretenders ;" for, 
haweyer, a ſenſual, proud, ſelfiſh, or diſor- 
derly Profeſſor may boaſt, and, whatever his 


| final eſtate may appear, he hath no claim to 
— of one who is led by the Spirit, 


Thus, m my dear Reader, I have briefly 
conſidered the wonderful and gracious in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghoſt, diſplayed in 
ſhedding abroad the love of God in his Peo- 
ple: You have ſeen the internal and effica- 
cious work of the Spirit, in general, and 
his abode in the Saints ; it likewiſe appears, 
from his ſuſtaining the character of Com- 
forter, and from the prayers of the inſpired 
| Apoſtle, that it is a branch of his office to 
ſhed divine love in the heart, which he 
ſometimes performs in a liberal manner, 
as the Spirit of adoption, and by joining his 
OY with that of the Believer's own 

irit; this ſpecial wark of his grace, 
. fablime an and myſterious, is plainly” 
. gevealed, and in no reſpect abſurd, but 

rfectly agreeable to ſound reaſon, and to 

© experience of the Faithful. And fur- 
ther we may be aſſured, that ſuch will be 
r alſimilating, and noble effects of a deep 
and 


SRM. IV.] of the Holy Ghoſt. > 1 - ha 
and powerful ſenſe of God's love in the 
foul, that no Man who walks after the fleſh 
hatb any reaſonable pretenoe to this high 
and . favour. One en * 1 
cloſe, Haine 


And, are theſe articles true 7 Mow 100 
unfriendly to the intereſt of Chriſtianity, 
and the welfare of ſouls, are all inſinuations 
that lead Men to doubt concerning tlie 
work of the 8 pirit, or that amuſe then 
from ſeeking the* more ſublime and ſpecial 
acts of his grace! His divine operations 
are needful to begin and to perfect a 
life of faith, the end of which is ſalva- 
tion; and, thougli it ĩs not eſſential to the 
Chriſtian that his heart is filled with the 
love of God, in the manner deſoribed in tho 
text, yet ſome degree of this delightful aſ- 
ſurance is required to 4 ſteady, active and 
fruitful profeſſion; and ſurely the largeſt 
meaſure of this grace is much to be'defiged z 
and fince none are excluded from the hops 
of attaining it; what Man, that hath taſted 
this love, candecently decline preſſing after it? 
The leaft degree of this ſweet: entertainment 
is eſteemed by the Subject an * 
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and wonderful inſtance of Mercy, but it is 
wrong; yea, and highly injurious to the 
comfort of the Saints, to repreſent theſe 
liberal effuſions of divine love in the heart, 
among the miracles which are ceaſed ſince 
the age of the Apoſtles: This is to con- 
found the external works of the Holy Ghoſt, 
with the internal operations of his grace, and, 
though it may be under a ſhew of guarding 
againſt, a hateful enthuſiaſm ; yet, it verily 
ſtrikes at the foundation of ſpiritual F 


ence, and vital religion! 


In all appearance theſe ſpecial as of ai 
vine love were more frequent and univerſal 
in the primitive times than at preſent: In 
thoſe days the Diſciples were greatly ex- 
poſed for the ſake of the goſpel, and great 

was their joy in the Lord; nevertheleſs,” a 
ſenſe of this love hath in ſome meaſure 
been the common experience of the Faith- 
ful: Of old the ſecret of the Lord was with 
them that feared him. Pſa. xxv. 14- and again 
Pf. xxxV. 7, 8. How excellent is thy loving 
MM aneſt Abou ſhalt make them drink of the 


river of thy . N fe was the loſs of this 
2 vi 2194300 013-7 1 that 
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that David lamented. Pſa. li. Reflire to me 
the joy of thy ſalvation! And Mall Be- 
lievers, under the new teſtament, be dif- 
couraged from expecting theſe gracious vi- 
ſits of love ? Surely it becomes us to avoid 
every thing that tends to reduce the power 
and' pleaſure of religion below what it was 
under the paſt . diſpenſation. But it may be, 
Reader, thou art ready to complain, and to 
ſay, ah; I have little, or no acquaintance 
with theſe delightful operations of the Spirit ! 
This may juſtly be lamented in many, for 
alas ;. where are the lively ſymptoms of this 
communion with God and his love ! But, 
remember this indulgence i is granted in what 
period and meaſure it pleaſeth the Lord, 
who diſpenſeth his grace to each as he will ; 
it may not be needful, or proper, that you. 
ſhould now enjoy ſo high a ſenſe of his love 
as ſome others : Nevertheleſs, why art thou 
a Stranger to this divine refreſhment ? Doth - 
not the Holy Ghoſt ill remain the Com- 
forter of his Church ? Or will you impeach 
his power, faithfulneſs, or love? It be- | 
comes us in theſe dead and dark . to 
ſee how far the want of this joy may be owing 
to ourſelves. May we notimpute it, in agreat 
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120 The Office and Operations [Sx t M. IV. 
meaſure, to our own ſloth, unbelief, and ſen- 
ſual affegions? Alas; doth not the cares aud 
pleaſures of life too frequently fill us? Ho- 
then ſhall the love of God flow in upon us? An 
heart ſatiated with the love of the world is not 
ſuſceptible of this deep and joyous ſenſe of 
God's love. Stand clear of earthly vanities, | 
and cleanſe thyſelf of inordinate affection to 
the deareſt Creature, or expect not to _ 
in this bleſſed experience. ws" 


In a word; my dear Friend, art thou 
indulged, in any degree, with a delightful 
ſenſe of God's "Favour in thy Soul ? Adore 
the Spirit of love, and be thankful. Prize 
the diſtinguiſhing favour : Be ſober and 
watchful, and, be not aſhamed of thy ex- 
perience; this may be thy temptation, ' 
through the ſcorn of ſome nominal Chriſti- 
ans; but he that conceals the loving kind- 
' neſs of the Lord is not in the way of ob- 
taining further manifeſtations of bis grace: 
Be careful to prove the love of God in thine. 
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heart,by thoſe works of obedience and kinds 


neſs, which are its genuine fruit, and then, 
fear not to own, but rather embrace every 
fit occafion of declaring what the Lord hath - 
done for your Soul, to the glory of his 
grace, and to the comfort of his People. 
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122 - The Seal of the Spirit [SuM N. V. 
d with that Holy Spirit of promiſe. It will 
ſcarce be denied that the Spirit mentioned, 
is the Holy Ghoſt, whom Jeſus, being exalt- 
ed by the A of God, received from 
the Father, according to promiſe, and ſhed 
abundantly on the Saints at Jeruſalem; and 
it is well known that among the various uſes 
of a ſeal, that-of a witneſs, or evidence is 
one; in allufion to which it is ſaid, 1 Cor. 
ix. 2. The ſeal of my Apoſileſhip are ye in the 
Lord: ie. ye are a confirmation, or teſtimony 
of my divine miſſion and character, as a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel; and the ſame idea 
is conveyed in the context. The ' Apoſtle is 
ſpeaking of their being confirmed by ſome 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt,» whereby they 
obtained witneſs of their union to Chriſt, 
and an evidence of that inheritance, unto 
which the Children of God are adopted,and 
called.” Indeed the work of the Spirit from 
the inſtant of regeneration, even before the 
: principle of divine life is deduced-into act, 


and diſplayed i in repentance and faith, is of 
2 ſealing nature, though at preſent, in a 
manner unknown to the Subject: It is a 
feal, or evidence of God's love to him that 


is called, whois hereby marked, as a W 


SrRII. V.] an Earnet of Gy. 123 f 


of mercy, afore prepared unto gloty, aud 
in whom the image of God, and conſe- 
quently of the Holy Ghoſt, the adorable 
Agent, is impreſſed, with an indelible cha- 
racter, which no Creature ſhall be able to 
eraſe, or length of time wear away ; but, 
the ſealing referred to in this place, is what 
the Diſciples received after they believed, 
and thereforei is not tobe underſtood of calling 
genes but of ſome further operation of the 
pirit. This ſeal is peculiar to Believers, 
15 terminates in them, unto life everlaſt- 
g, ſo that it can be nothing external, or 
Fu perficial ; ; it is no rite of divine appoint= 
ment, as baptiſm, much leſs is it any cuſtom, 
of human invention; no, nor can the ex- 
ttaotdinary gifts of the Spirit be iotonded. 
ſince it js plain, ftom the a es of ſome 
who poſſeſſed them, that theſe, are. no ſeal 


of a man's truſt in ſus, or evidence of his 
claim, to the Kkingd om of God, and there - 
fore, althoug h it is not to be queſtioned, X 
but that miracle were known at Epheſus, 
28. a fign following thoſe who believed. yet 
the, power of — them being no, ear- 
neſt of the bleſſed inheritance, as oun text 
declares this ſeal to be, theſe miraculous ope- 
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rations cannot be deſigned. To be ſealed, 


in the ſenſe of this paſſage, is no other than 


to have the Spirit take up his abode in the 
heart, and act as the Spirit of adoption, and 
the Comforter, as explained in a former 
diſcourſe, agreeable to 2 Cor. i. 22. Who 
hath ſealed us, and given us the earneſt of the 
Spirit i in our hearts. It is therefore an in- 
ternal and ſpiritual thing thus to be ſealed, 
and it conſiſts in that communion of the 

Holy Ghoſt which they experience, in 
whom he dwells, whoſe gracious influences 
are to the Subject an evident token of his 
effectual calling, and of his intereſt in the 
ſalvation of God; now, the text pronoun- 
ces this ſeal, or wittieſs of the Spirit, who 
thus abides, and works, in the hearts of 
the Faithful, the carne of their inberi. 
tance, and further declares, that he is ſo 
umi the redemption of the purchaſed ps N 
on, Which is likewife faid to be unte the 


praiſe 0 bis glory. In aw, this benz. - 
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II. State the idea of an mad. ch! is 
here applied to this ſeal of the Spirit. 


III. Enquire into the 4 to, 
until which the Holy Ghoſt will abide in 
the Saints, under this e character, | | 


IV. Shew ſome particulars i in which this 
divine Agent will, be glorified, when the 
purchaſed poſſeſſion is ö Tek 


then 


v. Point out ſeveral precious, adi im- 
portant truths, which An TAI * 
ed aſſurance. Ihe 


Fig. The Children of God, 26 ack 
"Heirs, may be ſaid to inherit every bleſſing 
they enjoy, as the fruit of ee. love ; 
The gift of faith, remiſſion, a juſtifying 
righteouſneſs, and evep the Spirit of adop- 
tion itſelf, may be ſtyled the e 
the Chriſtian, for theſe are (| piritual b 
granted, and, as it were Weir him 1 in 
that new teſtament, of which Jeſus is the 
Surety ; hence ſaith the wiſdom of God : 
8 Prov. 
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Prov. viii. 21. I c2uſe them that love me to in- 


berit Jubftance. "This ſubſtance appears in the 


context to be no other than that riches and 
rizhteouſneſs} the Faithful in Chriſt already 
poſſes, to their unſpeakable ſatisfaction and 
joy. And to this 'agreeth Ifaiah liv. 17, 


This is the heritage of the ſervants of the 


Lord, and their righteouſneſs is of me, Jaith 
ths Lord. But, notwithſtanding the gracg 
beſtowed on the Believer may be thus re- 
preſented, fince he enjoys it by right in the 
covenant, which his Saviour hath ratified 
in his blood, and likewiſe becauſe therein 
he hath ſome taſte of his portion, as will 


preſently, be ſeen ; yet, ſtricthy and proper- | 


ly, this is not bis inheritance. The text 


ſpeals of the whole which the Chriſtian, is 


actually poſſeſſed of, as only an carneſt, n 


the known uſe of an earneſt is do enſure ! ' 


ſome future poſſeſſion, ſo that to under- 
ſtand, by the inheritance, any kind, or 
degree of grace, received i in time, is to con- 
found it with the earneſt, which is Abſurd. 
This inheritance is clearly no other than the 
heavenly Kingdom, or that peace and gory, 
in the world to come, undo the hope of 
enn a | which 


£ a dn. 


ka, 


 SexRM, V.] an Earneſt of GU . 
_ -which the Regenerate are called. The Be- 
liever is an Heir of promiſe, he is ſeeking an 
heavenly country, in which, as the Chil» 
dren of Iſrael, in Canaan's land, he hath a 
portion by lot, at the appointment ofhis Father. 


Of this glorious heritage we cannot now 
form an adequate notion, for it hath not 
entered into the heart of man to conceive 
what God hath prepared for them that love 
him ! The Scriptures deſcribe it by life, 
light and | joy ; terms which convey the no- 
bleſt, and moſt delightful ideas; it is alſo 
repreſented as being with God, and: ſeeing 
his face; yea, and Believers are pronounced 
even Heirs of God. Rom. viii. 17. The full 

port: of that ſhort profound lentence, no 

| ue, no, hot even that of an Angel, can tell, 
to not ing leſs doth the deſire, hope and 
x of the righteous aſpire, with a 
well grounded confidence; Plalm Ixxiii. 25. 
don bove Jin heaven but thee ? And a- 
2 yerſe 26. God it my portion for ever, 
he riches of the glory of this inheritance, 
therefore lieth in God himſelf, whole a- 


dorable petfecti and infinite love are diſ- 
Ry and communicated to the bleſt ĩn- 
habitants 
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5 habitants of the celeſtial world, in a manner 
ſcarce to be apprehended in the preſent 
ſtate, but this we know, that bis preſence 
fs fulne/s of joy, at his right-hand there are 
phafures for evermore, Pſalm xvi. 11. | 


This is the heritage of them that fear 
God z every one that hath obtained mercy 
to believe, even the pooreſt and weakeſt 
among the Faithful, though he may ſeem, 
or think him ſelf the leaſt of all Saints, ne- 
vertheleſeſs, he is called into the hope of 
this kingdom; and ſhall certainly enjoy it. 
That the ſoul of a Believer at death imme 
diately enters on this happineſs is not to be 
queſtioned ; the aſſurance which the peni- 
tent Thief obtained from his Saviour on the 
croſs abundantly proves it; and this bleſſii 
truth is ſet forth in the * 1 
the Corinthians, Cap.. v. and the beginning? 
in ſo clear and particular a manner, that no 
ö reaſonable doubt can remain: To the ſame 
| purpoſe alſo we are faid, Heb.-xii. 23. To . 
1 . Tome ; 5. e. by faith, being ſpiritual wor- 

* ſhippers in Zion, to the ſpirits of juſt men 

tl . made perfect. and again, Gap. vi. 12, De- 

5 parted Saints are deſcribed as now iuberit- 
„ ing 


Stn. V.] an Barnet f Glory. 
ing the” promiſes. From theſe and many | 
like paſſages, which abound, we are fully 
perſwaded that a Believer is no ſooner taken 
out of this world, but his ſeparate Spirit is 
admitted into paradiſe, and enters into the 
fruition of his God in glory; nevertheleſs, he 
is not compleat till the day of "Chriſt, in 
which his hope terminates, being begotterl 
thereto by the reſurrection of Jeſus from 
the dead, at whoſe coming he expects to be 
put in full enjoyment of his portion, when 
the King ſhall fay to the righteous g 
_ ye » Aled of my Father, inberit the 
1 am prepared ſor you from the ſoundati- 
"the. world. Mat. xxv. 34. And it 
oi hereafter appear that the text plainhy re- 
fers to this . of the gaints. 
A petent I paß, 5 6.160 bed 


Karnch To ſlate a of that interefl⸗ 
ing character, which is here ap plied to this 
Fs of the Spirit. He is 2 to be the 
earneſt of our inherifance, It was needful t6 


hint ſomewhat concetning this point in a pre- 5 
ceeding Sermdii, having then not any inten=. | 
tion of at the preſent diſcourſe, but 
hope that will be no 3 to 6 1 


[ 8 


uſed only twice more in the new teſtamont. 


wii. 23. They each carry. in them a fore- 
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ſollo wing enlargement. The expraſſon. ids 


namely 2 Cor. i. 22. as before, and in the 
ſame epiſtle cap. v. 5. in boch Which 
places it is applied to the Subject in hand. 
No the idea conveyed: by this character. is 
the fame with that of ß /ruite... Rom. 


taſte: of ſomething hereafter to be enjoyed. 
An earneſt, properly ſpeaking, is a ſecurity 
in kind, as when a contract is made for 
any ſum to be paid, on a future day, part is 
given in hand, as a pledge for 2 
of the whole, in due time. We 
there are various kinds of ſecurity among 
men: A man may give his note, or 
his bond; he may alſo find 'Sureties; or 
bind over an eſtate to make good hig en- 
wege and if they are reſponſible, the 
arty concerned is ſafe; in like manner the 
Believer hath many ſecurities for the en oy=. 


ment of his portion: The everlaſting love 
of his heavenly Father, and the. immutabi- 


| lity of his councel, which God, that cannot 


lie, hath confirmed with an oath; he hath 
likewiſe the purchaſe of his Redeemer, and 


his entrance,. as the, Forerunner” r him, 
into 


? 


K ] * Bibi 


into Heaven, to infure / his pochen | | 


Theſe are doubtleſs infallible, ' nevertheleſs; 


up to the notion of an earneſt, An earneſt » 
is a peculiar kind of ſecurity, whereby the 
Subject is poſſeſſed, ' in ſome degree, of the 
inheritance itſelf; and, in 
4 preſent enjoyment of the ſame; and ſach 
is the nature of that - inſurance the Called 
Have, by the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which — ans eee 
are ſealed. | 


10 illuſtrate this p point letus lend s Hit 
revelation makes 15 concerning the hap- 

pineſs of Saints, in heaven, and compare it 
with the experience of Believers on carth, 
through the agency of this Log Comforter, 
What is the heavenly i eritance. but the 
viſion and fruition of God, in z ſtate of 
perfect holineſs, and knowledge, with the 
delights of peace, love, and joy reſulting 
there»from ? We are not able fully to Fine] 

the glories of that bl 

but this RENE: ſe They l fc 


they ſubſiſt without him, and do not come | 


.hath 
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„ho inherit the promiſes are thus described; | 
. the ſpirits of juft men made perfect.” and a- 
gain Saints in light. They are alſo ſaid to be in 
the preſence of God ; they ſee his face, and 
are at his right hand, and, in a word, are ſol- 
laced in his boſom ; and are not the Faithful 
now, even amidſt all their infirmity, ſorrow, 
and fin, truly ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and made light in the Lord, being renewed 
after the image of God, and partakers of a 
divine nature? Do not Chriſtians, 'in the 
preſent ſtate, ſometimes enjoy a delightful 
and transforming view of the glory of their 
Lord, by the Si of his grace? At the 
pr hand of God, there is fullneſs of j joy, 
and eternal | pleaſures, which ſatiate the bleſt, 
and are we utter Strangers, even here, to 
a divine ' pleaſure in communion - with 
God? We. read of a triumph of faith, 
my by divine aſſiſtance, Believers could 
joy in God, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chet, by Fey, they received the 
atonement. Rom. v. 11. yea, and it is 
written that, believing, the Diſciples rejoic» 

ed, with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, 
1 Pet. J. 8. Thus it appears that the ſeal- 
ing, work of the Spit, which contains 


his 
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his ſanctifying and gracious influences, 
unto the im g of divine light, 
holineſs, love, and fellowſhip with the 
Father, to the ineffable joy of the gubject, 
is an carneſt of his inheritance; fince in 
this delightful experience, though in a 
different manner, and a lower degree, yet 
he hath truly ſome real enjoymen 
ſelf ſame bliſs, in the fullneſs of which the 
Saints in glory exult, In one word; grace 
and glory are eſſentially the ſame: Grace is 
glory ſo far as is goeth, and glory, even in 
its higheſt perfection, in the day of the 
Lord, is ſtill grace; and ly we 
read, x Pet. i. 13. of the grace that is to be 
| 2 unto us at the revelation of” Jeſus 


'Thirdy, To ah Anti untl which the 
Holy Ghoſt will abide in the Saints, under 
this intereſting character. And this branch 
of the text affords ſtrong, and aſt 
conſolation indeed ! It affures us that he 
will continue an earneſt, until the redemption 
of the purchaſed poſſeſſion. The purchaſed 
poſſeſſion, and the inheritance, are plainly | 
g. and therefore the former in- 
tends 


t of that - | 
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tends not the glory, which the Chriſtiah - 
ſhall | enjoy, as the fruit of his gaviour's 
blood: In tbis ſenſe he purchaſed heaven 
iffel, for the People, for be was made 
perfett through fuferings in bringing many 
Sons ta glory, Heb. ii. 10. But theſe are 
not to be confounded. The church of God 
ie aid to be purchaſed with his blood, Acts 
xx; 28. $0 that the Saints are the ſpecial 
property of the Redeemer, and are therefore 


ſtyled a peculiar people, 1 Pet. ii.g. They are 


a purchaſed people, bought with a price; his 
dear jewels, which coſt him his life which 


| be freely offered a ranſom for them the 


purchaſed poſſeſſion. therefore, as it refers 
to individuals, is the Believer himſelf, who, 
being thus redeemed by the blood of-Chriſt, 
and effectually called, is freed from the 
deminion and guilt of fin, and tranflated 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son, Now, 
it ſeems, this purchaſe ſhall be redeem 
ed. A — to be e Redemp- 


tion, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is the recovery or 
acquiſitian of a Thing, by purchaſe ; ; there - 
is no proper redemption without price; ſuch 
is our redemption by | Chriſt, who gave 


ay . to. redeem us f from all. ini- 
quity ; 54 


. . ag e ws 

hieb ranſom price bring: paid is 
the mexitorious- ground tf all ou 
—— nevertheleſs, the term is fam 
times applied to the deliverance! of a poop 


tom bandage ;. thus Iſrael is ſaid to be nes | "i 9 


deemed; when brought: out af /Egypt, and 
accordingly, Ads vii. 35. Moſes their Lead 
&% is called a Deliverer, i. as the word 
r ſigilifies, a Redeemer” ] hut this form 


of ſpeech ſeems peculiar to the Jews,; Wh. 


Were typical of the. Choſen, and alludes to 
the death of the Meſſiah, by whom his people 
were refiaemed!: In like manner the tedemp- 
tion / ſyaken of in the text, is by power, but 
in on qu ene of 4 price paid, fronwhence 
it takes it deſcription, . and the ſcripturas 
ckajly; ew. what that - redemption. is of 
which! the Chriſtian is inſuced4 it ig ne 
othes than N from the power of 
death; to which lively. hepethe Calledaeber 
gotten, dy the. geſurrectipn of Quriſt from 
ky neg it is therefore/a redemptionobther 
bady to life cvexlaſting which, will take 
Nac in the day, of dhe Lock Wie are 10 
remember that the; body of the Saint s pus 
chaſed. by Chriſt, and a part O epi- 


an e Car... eee 125 


l 


. 
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die; it muſt lie in the grave, an 
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40 
your body is the temple of "the Holy ' Ghoſt» 


r are not your on. Of this the Saw 


viour, by his Spirit, hath taken 
till mortality is ſwallowed up of life. The 
Delievers body, though ranſomed, muſt 
and foe cor- 
ruption, but this creature ſhall be delivered 

from that bondage; and be brought into the 
glorioas liberty of the Sons of God: When 
the laſt trumpet ſhalt ſound, the dead ſhalt 
be raiſed, incorruptible, and we ſhall be 

changed, and made like to our illuſtrious 
Redeemer. 1 Cor. xv. O bleſſed inheri- 

tance ! This is the day of redemption unto 
which we are ſealed · by the Spirit. Ephef. 
iv. 30. Even to that day; when Jeſus ſhalt 

be glorified in his Saints, and admired in all 
them that belleve! 2 Theſf. i. 10. Hence 
we read, Rom. viii. 23. of waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of the 
body. This body is an effential part of the 
Believer, in whoſe ſtead his Subſtitute died, 

and until that is delivered from the grave,” 

the adopted of the Father will not attain to- 
the compleat fruition of their eternal inheti-" 


tance. Of this corporal adoption to a go 
| [On S * 


Senn; V. gta _- 


tranſlation. of Enoch was an earneſt in his 
day; however, it is certain that the old 
teſtament Saints were not without hopes 


this bleſſed reſurrection ; ſes Heb. A. 33. 
This was the confidence of David, Pſalnr 
xlix. 15. But God will redeem my Soul from 
- tro of the grave; for he ſhall receive 
And indeed, they had prophecy ſuffi- 
— to direct and encourage Feber faith and 
expectation concerning this point; thus 
Haiah xxv. 8. it is faid ; Be will ſwallow up 


Death in victory. and again Hoſea xiti. 1 = | 


F will ranſom 5 Ho the power of 

grave : F will redeem them from Death: 
O Death I will be thy plagues : 0 Grave 1 
will be thy deſtruction. Some may contend 


1 — 
3 _ by 


yea, many of them had full — nf 


that thefe, and other like paffages, are to 


. eaten metaphorically, and applied to 

reat deFverance vouchſafed to the 
Jews, ar 4 granting this, ſtill the allofioh 
is plainly to a redemption of the body from 
the gra 


ve, which proves their knowledge of 


this bleſſed hope; and the applieation*of - 


theſe-prophecies, by the inſpire: Apottle 
 Teaves no room 15 queſtion, 
. b T | and 


; . 


| but” "thay 
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and embraced the promiſe of this life, which, 


bleſſed be God, is brought more perfectly to 
light, through the goſpel. Thus the Holy 
Spirit of promiſe, in the communications of his 
grace, is not only a ſeal, or a witneſs, but is 
likewiſe an earneſt in the heart of a Believer, 
of his heavenly inheritance, yeilding him a 
ſoretaſte of his bliſs, unto a proof of a future 
reſurtection; and that it appears he will con- 
tinue in this character in the Saint, until that 
precious redemption takes place, when the 
ranſomed ofthe Lord ſhallreturn, in thei image 
ol their glorified Head. And, is it any won- 
der, that when this comes to pals, it ſhquld 


be to the praiſe of his glory ? I proceed.then, 


F ourthly,. To ſhew ſome particulars i in 
which thid Divine: Agent will be magnified, 
when the purchaſed poſſeſſion is redeemed, 
No doubt, when this adoption is compleat, 
it will be to the praiſe of the glory of 
each divine perſon, as they are each concerned, 
in bringing the Elect to their inheritance; the 
choice ofthe Father, and the purchaſe of the Son 
will then be illuſtrated, and become the ſong of 


the Redeemed, but, the Holy Ghoſt is the laſt 
antecedent, and finceheistheimmediateeffici- 


ent 


Sex. V.] an Earneſ of Glory. 


1. This redemption of the Saints will be 
to the praiſe of his 5 
the Spirit is viſible in the creation of the 
World, and is ſtill more conſpicuous in 
creating his people again in Chriſt Jeſus. 
By his divine agency the goſpel becomes 
effectual, to quicken the dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins; tis not by might, nor by power 
of the moſt excellent means, or inſtruments, 
but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord, Ezek. v. 6. 


Thus they in whomChriſt is formed are mini- 


red with the Spirit of the living God. 2 Cor. iii. 
3- being made willing in the day of his power, 


whoare brought to the obedience of faith, by 
the word coming, not in word only, but ix 


r of the Spirit and of pomer. 1 Cor. 
i. 4. Now this ſame omnipotence of theSpirit 


will be diſplayed in the redemption of the bo- 


dy, as it is ſtrongly expreſſed in the context, 


verſe 19. where the e e | 


ing greatneſt of bis power to us-ward who 

lieve; and further declares it, according to t 

workingof his mighty power, which 2 
T 2 11 
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ent cauſe of their redemption, it is moſt rea- 
ſonable to conſider this cleuſe; pda to 
him. And then, M1 . gene At 


power. The power of 


# 1 
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In Chrift when he raiſed him from the dead. 
So that the great power of the Holy Ghoſt 
will be ſeen and glorified when he redeems 
bis people from the grave. And, 


2. When the Redeemed are ranſomed 
from death, the adorable wiſdom of the 
Spirit will be praiſed. He is the Spirit of 
wiſdom, and the finger of God: The 
beauties of the natural world proclaim him 
excellent in councel, and wonderful in 
working: He garniſhed the heavens. Job 
Xxvi. 13. That noble train of luminous 
bodies which adorn the magnificent arch, 
hoſe number, magnitude, proper diſtances, 
regular courſes, and luſtre, are truly aſtonith- 
ing, 'proclaim the infinite wiſdom, no leſs 
than the almighty power of their divine 
-Maſter-Builder:”” But theſe ſhall all vaniſh! 
Still more is this wiſdom to be admired in 
the new Creature, his workmanſhip in 
Chriſt, which ſhall abide, and flouriſh © 
.when the heavens are no more; and O, 
_ howwillit be adored, when the Subjects of 
Prace are pe finiſhed, and ſhall ſhine in 
e of their e bodies, as the 
Fog 


* 
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Sun in the firmament, and as pee 
and ever } Moreover, „ 


3. It will redound to the Slory of al 
love, goodneſs, and grace of the "Spirit. 
We read of his love. Rom, xy. 30. It 
was love that engaged him to undertake for 
the Choſen, and his loving kindneſs is abun- 
dantly diſplayed, in the execution of his 
office; hence he is ſtyled a free, i. e. 2 
kind and liberal, or princely Spirits for an 
experience of which his people continually 

iſe him; and, if now they admire and 
bless the riches of his Sele, who hath 
quickened them when dead in fin, how 
much more will they hereafter celebrate his 
kindneſs and love, when he ſhall have raiſed 
up theſe mortal bodies, now ſubject to the 
fleſh and corruption, inthe likeneſs of their 
Saviour; en and A AR 


f. 


4. The faithfulneſs of this Divine Ow 
will then be highly exalted. Then will the 
| Ranſomed rejoice in the truth of his word, on 
- which he hath cauſed them to hope, when 


ey find it accompliſhed, ton FH in 
i. y 5 hs 
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their compleat deliverance. from Death 
What doxologies will then aſcend from the 


lips of the Righteous, to the glory of the. 
Spirit, as a faithful witneſs in the promiſe, 


and in all his vperations and teſtimonies, 
whereby he hath ſcaled them to the day of 
redemption! His fidelity to his covenant 
engagement, and likewiſe, as the earneſt. 


of the inheritance, in them that are called, 


on this happy occaſion, will illuſtriouſly | 


ſhine to his. unſpeakable honour. Thus the 


Spirit will be glorified in the day of redemp- 
tion, in the preſence of the Father and the 


Son, by the Angels of heaven, and more 
eſpecially by his Saints. Alas; in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of ſin and infirmity, the Faithful 


themſelves but too little praiſe him! But, in 
the day of the Lord, when this mortal 
ſhall put on immortality, and they that 
dwell in the duſt ſhall awake and ſing, their 
ſongs will be to the glory of His power, 


wiſdom, love, and veraeity, manifeſted in 
their reſurrection to life everlaſting. O that, 
by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, bein 


ſtrong in faith, we may pres toward this 


mark, ang obtain the bleſſed inberitance, | 


and Joyfully ſhout with the Sons of God, 
to 


Snus: V. e Earneſt of Clara 145 
to the praiſe of his glory, who bath. 
raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, and, who 
having taken up his abode in us, will alſo 
"quicken theſe mortal bodies, that we may 


: poſſeſs the Pong our- Father! It 

F. iftbh, To mention ſome important 
truths which reſult from this . aſſu - 
trance. And 


We ſee that kl des « Believes 
Reiche the ſalvation and glory of his natural 
body. The bleſſings of the covenant extend 
to the whole man: Not the Souls abſtractly, 
but the perſons of the Elect are choſe in Chriſt, 
and redeemed with his blood, that, being 
fanRified by the Holy Ghoſt, they might 
obtain this falvation in him, with eternal 
glory. As the bodies of Enoch and Elijah, 
and chit of our Lord, are able to ſuſtain 
the glories of the celeſtial world, in like 
manner thy dying fleſh ; O Believer, under 
the ſenſuality and burthen of which thou 
art npw often groaning, however weak and 
contemptible in its preſent ſtate, is capable 

of being changed, 'and hall, by the porn | 
De nis nz 881002 2 | 
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of God, be fitted to dwell in the holy regi- 
ans of bliſs | The body of each choſenveilal 
of mercy, being an eſſential part of his na- 
ture, is appointed to live with his/inumor-' 
tal Spirit, that he may be compleatly happy 
for ever. Nor is this a vain ſpeculation, but's 
| certain and moſt delightful myſtery of the 
| ' glorious goſpel : It muſt yield high ſatis- 
faction to any reaſonable man, who is duly 
concerned for futurity, to be affured- that 
no part of himſelf is left out of that cove- 
nant which contains his ſalvation, and to 
have his fleſh reſt in hape of a bleſſed im 
mortality: Beſides, great is the uſe. of this 
divine truth; it hath its moral effects, it 
demands, and, where it truly exiſts, it will | 
will effectually ſecure, an holy eſteem for 
this body, and teach a man neither to 
deſpiſe nor abuſe it: He that hath this 
hope in him, allow the expreſſion, will 
hold his natural Body, 2s Joint -Heir 
with his Soul, in life * and dwelk - 
in the ſame, as becometh a Saint, and, 
when called hence, will chearfully refiga it 
into the hands of his almighty Redeemer. No 4 
ſuch ſource of comfort, and holineſa in life, 


or of courage, and reſignation at death, is 
to 


* 
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to be found in the moſt refined fyiten of 
heathen philofophy, as ariſeth from this 
ſingle conſideration, in the hope of the gof<- 
pel. O, how happy it is to be a e | 
indeed Again, 4 


2. It appears that che recht account 
nothing they enjoy in this world, as their 
portion. They are the men of this world, 
who have their portion in this life.” Plalm 
xvii. 14. The Chriſtian enjoys many good 
things under providence ; yea, though it 
is rare, he may be rich in this world; but; 
aſk him, on reflection, he will tell you, that 
his earthly poſſeſſions, however compara- 
tively gteat, and for which he is thankful, 
are nothing compared with his trea⸗ 
ſure in . or with His riches in faith; 
as an Heit of the kingdom: Nor are any 

gifts of a ſpiritual kind, with which he may 
do indulged, or excel in the church, the Be- 
liever's inheritance. The Apoſtle highly 
eſteemed the miniftry he had received of the 
Lord, md even counted not his life dear to 
himſelf, fo that he might finiſh the ſame z 
but it was not his portion: And the like 
nen — 


ny 
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tion, with which ſome have been favoured, 


as the Diſciples on the mount; or Paub - 


when caught into Paradiſe, and alſo of the 
largeſt meaſures of grace, or the moſt inti- 
mate communion with God; indeed, 
when theſe delightful enjoyments continue 
and encreaſe, the Believer is almoſt ready to 
ſay as Peter, Lord, it is good to be here! 
And to wiſh for no more; but he will ſoon 
be convinced of his weakneſs, by a change 
in life, or at death: It is true theſe enter 
taining prelibations are an earneſt; but 
therefore not the inheritance, So then no- 
fruition, with which the Chriſtian is in- 
dulged. in the preſent ſtate, of any kind, 
or degree, whether natural or ſpiritual, is 

accounted his portion: No, this lieth be- 
yond the grave; nor is it fully poſſeſſed un- 


til the day of redemption... But, 


3. Behold the riches and Ivey of the 
Chriſtian's future inheritance! This appears- 


from the light in which the text throws the 

utmoſt he can enjoy in this world ; It is but 
an earneft. The ſweeteſt communion with: 
the Holy Ghoſt, even when he ſheds di- 
vine love in the heart, and ſeals the. Believ- 


cer, 


Sen. V.] an Farne of Glory: 47 
er, under the fruition of which he can joy 
in God, and rejoice in hope of his glary 
What is it? His joy may be 'unſpeakably 
great, and almoſt overcome him ; but ſtill 
it is only the earneft, or, which is the ſame, 
the firſt fruits of his portion ; the firſt fruits 
are pleaſant, and may like the grapes of | 
| Efſhcol, be large, and yield a plentiful taſte z 3 

but what is this cluſter, compared with the . 

vintage? The firſt fruits, what a handful 3 

compared with the haryeſt ! How ſmall is 

the earneſt to the ſum total! This is the 
idea conveyed in our text; namely, that 
the joy of a Believer, who hath deen moſt 
indulged in this world, is not to be men- 
tioned with the happineſs that awaits hita 
in that Which is to come; his entertain- 
ment' may abound, but it is nothing com» 
pared with the ineffable folace of the Saints 
in light, much lefs with what ſhall be en- 
joyed in the ultimate glory. Thus, my 
dear Friend, if thou art in the Lord, ſtands 
illuſtrated, thy future inheritance! Think 
on the ſweeteſt ſeaſons thou haſt found in 
communion with thy God, with the plea - 
monies of his love think on the time when, 
U 2 be- 
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being ſealed with the Holy Spirit of pro-: 
mile, > this ſoul exulted in the Lord, and 2 
. theſe: were only the eqrnef} of that king- 
dom unto which thou art appointed! Hape 
PY the Heir of ſalvation ! Thus bleſſed is 
every Chriſtian ! O how ſhould he ſet his 
toons on high ! And further, 


Y 4. By the diſtinguiſhing character Went 
the Spirit is here ſaid to ſuſtain we have 

alſo this delightful truth aſcertained ; name- 
LS 1y, that it is impoſſible the Believer ſhould 
fill ſhort of his hope, It hath already been 
ſeen, that the Chriſtian's hope will not make 

him aſhamed, and he may be aſſured from 

what is here ſaid, that the Lord will pre- 

ſerve him to his heavenly kingdom. No- 

thing can be more reaſonable than the fi- 

nal perſeverance of the Saints, and, bleſſed 
be God, many things prove it; the appoint- 

ment of the Father, and the purchaſe of 

the Son can never fail ; but here is another 

kind of ſecurity, ſafely to be truſted. If the 

Spirit of grace is an earneſt of glory, the in- 

Heritance is ſure to be the ſubject, unleſs 

the Holy Ghoſt is a falſe witneſs, and God 

that == lie, a deceiyer, which is np 

leſs 


i 


Stern. V.] The Seal of the Spirit 149 
leſs abſurd, than impious to imagine: It 
would be a cruel mocking of the Saints, to 
declare the Holy Ghoſt an earneſt in them 
who haye taſted his grace, if the gates of 
hell cauld finally prevent the Heirs of falva- 
tion from the glory of heaven: But we 
know he is faithful that. hath promiſed; 
and by this character of the Spirit, the 
perſeverance of Believers to life everlaſt . 
ing is ſet beyond doubt: But again, 
5. This ſhews that the blood of Chriſt 
is the meritorious cauſe of this blefſed inhe- 
ritance. By this the Believer is purchaſed, 
and juſtified, ' hence a way is opened for 
the communication of the Spirit to quicken 
from fin, and the grave; had not ' Jeſus 
atoned for fin, by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 
there could have been. no remiffion of fins; 
nor emiſſion} of the Holy Ghoſt;  accor- 
dingly it is written, Gal. iy. 5. Chriſt was 
ſent ta redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might recerue the adoption of Sons, 
You ſee that the body, which is a conſti- 
tuent part of the Chriſtian, is delivered by 
the Spirit of holineſs, from the power of 
the grave as a purchaſed poſſeſſion. Jeſus 


150 The Seal of the Spirit [St AN. V. 
having, through death, deſtroyed the power 
of the Devil, by removing the guilt of ſin, 
hath taken the Enemy captive, and being 
now alive from the dead, behold, in his 
hands the Keys of death and of hell! Rev. 
i. 18. So that this divine and almighty 
Agent extends his power in raiſing the 
Faithful, in conſequence of the compleat 
ſatisfaction which the Son of God made in 
their, ſtead, when he died on the croſs. 
This is the ,myſtery of the goſpel ; the 
Sheep of the Lord, like him, their great 
and good Shepherd, in reality, will be 
brought again from the dead, through the 
blood of the rang covenant. | PROP 
more, 


6. 1 mey be uſeful farther to note that 
" is both the duty and defire of Chriſtians 
to magnify the Spirit of God. To his 
bleſſed agency the Believer is indebted fot 
all that he pofſeſſeth of a ſpiritual nature, 
from his firſt breath in regeneration, to his 
compleatneſs, at the reſurretion of the 
dead; The Called, being ſenſible of their 
anne obligation to the "TROY Ghoft, adore 


2 and | 
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and love him, and, as it highly becomes 
them, fo they are ready to praiſe his glory: 
That Man is a Stranger to the lanctifying 
and ſealing work of the Spirit, who is not 
willing that he ſhould be glorified in his 
ſalvation. So then, from this goſpel report 
we learn theſe precious and intereſting 
truths; namely, that the Body of the cho- 
ſen is included in the adoption of grace, to 
be a partaker with the Soul, in the ultimate 
ry ; that not any fruition of the Saint in 
this world, however extraordinary, is 
properly his inheritance, the glory of 
which is nor to be told, fince the ut- 
moſt he can now enjoy, and which is 
ſometimes unſpeakable, is but an earneſt, 
and this character here aſcribed to the 
Spirit, which dwells in the Believer, alſo 
yields an infallible aſſurance of his attaining 
to this hope ; and further, ſince his Body 
is ranſomed from the duſt as a purchaſec 
poſſeſſion, it plainly appears that his en- 
tire ſalyation is owing to the price of the Re- 
deemeP's blood; and finally, that the high 
praiſes of the Spirit, who is the glorious 
efficient cauſe of this bleſſed reſurrection, 
are the genuine, and decent return of all 
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true Chriſtians, in whom he abides,- as the 
earneſt of life. Tt 19 


And now, Beloved, muſt it not be 
owned unworthy the name of a Diſciple of 
Jeſus to deny the reſurrection of the Body? 

One would think this impoſſible with them 
who read the ſcriptures with ſeriouſneſs 
and credit; yet ſome, who talk much of the 
ho Spirit, and who call themſelves Chriſtians ; * 
| nevertheleſs, like the Sadduces of old, 
ſay there is no reſurrection. Such not only 
ſap the foundation of Chriſtianity, which 
is an hope grounded in the reſurrection of 
the Saviour, in proof of our juſtification by 
his blood, but they alſo make void the ear- 
neſt of the Spirit, and thereby would de- 
ſtroy the inheritance of the Saints. If 
theſe Unbelievers are to be regarded, there is 
no ſenſe nor truth in the text; but, bleſſed 
be God, we know that, now # Chrift riſen 
from the dead, and become the firft fruits © 
them that flept, and they that are Chriſt's 
ſhall appear at bis coming. 1 Cor. iv. 20. 
. . W 
How miſerable the Man who is without 
this hope of the goſpel ! Some confined to 
the 
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the earth, have no expectation, or defire | 


after this heavenly inheritance; which is 
the greateſt ſtupidity imaginable, for, alas, 
what is this world, in its beſt eſtate, as the 
portion of a Mortal, who dies daily, and 

who is haſtening to a future ſtate, in which 
he muſt ive, or die forever! O Friend, this 
inheritance in Chriſt alone can ſuſtain these 
in death! And, believe it: He that is not an 


* | 


= 
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Heir of glory will be found a veſſel of 


wrath : Take heed then thou art not of them 
who finally neglect this ſalvation of God 


But haſt thou this earneſt of the Spirit in : 5 
thine heart, my.dear Reader, by his aſſiſts 


ance, mortify thy members which are on 
the earth ; worldly mindedneſs and ſenſual 
affections are unbecoming this hope; c- 
ſider you are bought with a price; be con- 


tent with your lot, and courageous under 
all the viciſſitudes of time ; pteſs XS bark: 


with joy, and above all bewate;that yougrieve 
not the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you are 
ſealed. In one: word, O Chriſtian, lift up 
thy head; thy tedemption draweth nigh ! 


And carry this delightful proſpect to the 


- hour of death: When this carthly houſe of 


I 
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vel) tabbaqmacls is diſſolved; vo have a 
— God, eternal in the heavens! 
Nor ſhall your expeQation be delayed; 
for, behold, be comes quickly, who thall / 
change this vile Body, and faſhion it like to 
his on glorious Body, according to the 
working of this 2 Agent, whereby 
he. is able to ſubdue all things to himſelf, 
Amen. Eren ſo come, Lord Jeſus | 
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